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Since 2009, under the Awami League government led by Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has achieved enviable progress in achieving 
the United Nations (UN) Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

To date, Bangladesh has already met several targets of the MDGs like 
reducing headcount poverty and poverty gap ratio, attaining gender 
parity at primary and secondary education, under five mortality rate 
reduction, containing HIV infection with access to antiretroviral drugs, 
children under five sleeping under insecticide treated bed nets, 
detection and cure rate of tuberculosis and others. 

Additionally, Bangladesh has made remarkable progress in reducing 
the prevalence of underweight children, increasing enrollment at 
primary schools, lowering the infant mortality rate and maternal mor-
tality ratio, improving immunization coverage and reducing the inci-
dence of communicable diseases.   
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRESS
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Bangladesh is also progressing fast as regards hunger-poverty reduction, 
employment generation, increasing primary school completion and 
adult literacy rates, creation of decent wage employment for women, 
increase in the presence of skilled health professionals at delivery, 
increase in correct and comprehensive knowledge on HIV/AIDS, increase 
in forest coverage, and coverage of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT).

The current government in general, and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
particular, has received a number of laurels from such United Nations (UN) 
bodies as UNDP, FAO and UNOSSC for Bangladesh's MDGs achievements 
made in the recent years. This document provides a concise account of 
the journey so far. 



Poverty rate has been reduced from 56.7% in 1991-92 to 31.5% in 2010 

Current government further brought it down to 22.4% in 2015 

Government plans to bring this rate down to 10% by 2019 

Extreme poverty reduced from 41% in 1990 to 18% in 2010. The government 
further brought it down to 10% in 2014 and further aims to bring it 
down to 3% by 2021

Incidence of poverty declining at a speedy annual rate of 2.47%, 
much more than the MDG target of 2.12%
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MDG 1 : ERADICAT E EXT REME POVERT Y AND HUNGER



Poverty gap ratio brought down to 6.5 against 2015 target of 8.0 

Target of halving population of people living below poverty line 
achieved by 2012, from 56.7% brought down to 29% 

Major strides in halving proportion of people suffering from hunger. 
Chronic hunger more than halved in Bangladesh since 2000 

Prevalence of underweight children brought down from 66% in 
1990-91 to 36.4% . Well on track for target of 33% by end of 2015 

DRIVERS OF SUCCESS

Commitment of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina: During her previous administration 
of 1996-2001, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) awarded 
the prestigious CERES' medal to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in recog-
nition of her fight against hunger on 02 August, 1999. Awarded "Diplo-
ma Award" by FAO for halving hunger well before time under MDGs 
in 2013. Awarded South-South Award in 2013 for her role in alleviat-
ing poverty in Bangladesh.   
 
Impressive record of economic growth: Between 2009-2014, average 
growth rate of GDP has been 6.13% . In 2014-15 fiscal year, the GDP 
growth witnessed has been provisionally set at 6.51%

Remarkable social and human development: Average life expectancy at 
birth increased to 69.4 years in 2012 from 66.8 years in 2008.  Total 
death rate per 1,000 people a year now stands at 5.3, down from 6.0 
in 2008. Total fertility rate (TFR) declined to 2.12 in 2012 from 2.30 in 
2008   

Expansion of social safety net programmes (SSNPs): Currently, the government 
is providing social safety benefits to around 14% of the population, num-
bering more than 20 million, under 142 programmes run by 21 ministries and 
departments. This includes 2.7 million elders and senior citizens; 1 million 
widows; abandoned and destitute women; 40,000 poor persons with 
disabilities; 50,000 students with disabilities; and 1,01,200 poor pregnant 
women.
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Sound and visionary economic policies: Formulation of Perspective Plan 
(2010-2021), to implement Vision 2021, the aim to make Bangladesh a 
middle income country by the year 2021; Vision 2041, the aim to 
make Bangladesh a developed country by the year 2041; effective 
use of five year plans [7th Five Year Plan (2015-2020) to start this year 
to build on successes of the MDGs and effectively work towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)].       

Increased participation of women in labour force: Between 2000 and 2010, 
female labour force doubled in Bangladesh, against a 39.3% 
growth in the overall formal labour force. At the same time, 
against a 38.7% growth in total number of employment during this 
time period, female employment grew by 105.1%. The share of 
women in labour force in 2010 stood at 30.3%. In 2013, it stood at 36%.

Increased and varied food production: Bangladesh has made respectable 
progress in food grain production, tripling production from 11 million 
tonnes in 1971 to 33 million in 2012. The growth of production was 
achieved by fast adoption by farmers of higher yielding crop varieties 
developed by scientists, supported by rapid expansion of irrigation 
infrastructure and various incentives and subsidies provided by the 
government. Fish production has been increased 5 times in 30 years. 
Currently, Bangladesh is the fourth largest fish and potato producing 
country in the world.



Gender parity achieved in primary and secondary enrolment. Net 
enrolment rate in primary education increased from 60.5% in 1990-91 
to 98.7%, with 99.4% for girls

Significant achievement in reducing school dropout rates. Proportion 
of pupils who start Grade 1 and reach Grade 5, increased from 43% 
in 1990-91 to 79.5%

Steady progress being made in adult literacy. Rate increased from 
37.2% in 1990-91 to nearly 60%

Drivers of Success 

Education given its due priority in national budget and development 
planning

Formulating forward looking and comprehensive National Education 
Policy 2010 and formulating National Plan of Action I and II to realize goal 
of Education for All

MDG 2 : ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION
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Providing various financial and social incentives for enrollment, studies 
and preventing dropouts

Arranging special incentives for girls students, by way of stipends, exemptions 
of tuition fees and providing necessary facilities such as provisions for 
separate toilets 

Introduction of pre-schooling to prepare children for formal schooling

Free books and educational materials up to Class 9

Introducing quality enhancement measures in primary education

Making primary schools public: 26,193 primary schools have been made 
into public schopols. Jobs of 1,04776 teachers were nationalized to spread 
and augment the quality of education

Taking timely examinations: Introducing Primary School Certificate (PSC) 
and Junior School Completion (JSC) examinations to familiarize students 
with formal and uniform assessment processes    

Increased use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) at all 
levels 
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Proportion of seats held by women in Parliament increased from 
12.70% in 1990-91 to 20% 

Drivers of Success

Formulation of National Policy for Women’s Advancement in 2011

Implementing a series of programmes for ensuring the sustainable 
development of women, including gender based budgets 

MDG 3 : PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN

Gender parity achieved in primary and secondary education at the 
national level . Well on track for tertiary education too, increased 
from 0.37 in 1990-91 to 0.66 

Bangladesh implementing fully Convention on Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women and the Beijing Platform for Action

Gender Parity
in Education and

Secendary Education

Women MPs
Now 20%

CEDAW

Implementing CEDAW
and Beijing

Platform for Action
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MDG 4 : REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY

Target of under-5 child mortality rate attained. Brought down from 146 
per 1000 live births in 1990-91 to 38 per 1000 live births in 2015

Almost attained target of reducing infant mortality rate. Reduced from 
92 per 1000 live births in 1990-91 to 35 against MDG target of 31 by 2015

Significant progress achieved in immunization of children. Proportion of 
children immunized against measles increased from 54% in 1990-91 to 
87.5% against target of 100% by 2015

9

Immunization
increased from
54% to 87.5% 

Child mortality
reduced to

38/1000
live births

Infant mortality
reduced to

35/1000
live births 



Drivers of Success 

Successful programs for control of diarrhoeal diseases and Vitamin A 
supplementation

Potential effect of overall economic and social development.

Childhood injuries, especially drowning, have emerged as a considerable 
public health problem responsible for a full quarter of the deaths among 
children from one to four years of age. Government has already undertaken 
a major programme to offer free swimming lessons to school children in this 
regard
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MDG 5 : IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH

Considerable progress in improving maternal health. Mortality ratio 
brought down from 574 per 1,000 live births in 1990-91 to 194 against 
MDG target of 143 in 2015

Average rate of MMR decline from 1990-91 has been about 3.3% per 
year, compared with average annual rate of reduction of 3.0% 
required for achieving MDG in 2015

Significant progress in proportion of births attended by skilled health 
personnel. Increased from 5% in 1990-91 to 31.7% against MDG target 
of 50 

Contraceptive prevalence rate increased from 39.7% in 1990-91 to 
61.2% against MDG target of 72%
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MDG 6 : COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES

Prevalence of HIV/AIDS less than 0.1%, well below epidemic level 

Prevalence of malaria came down from 776.9 per 100,000 population 
in 2008 to 270.84 against MDG target of 310.8 by 2015 . Deaths from 
malaria per 100,000 population brought down from 1.4 in 2008 to 
0.101 against MDG target of 0.6 by 2015 

Prevalence of tuberculosis per 100,000 population brought down 
from 493 in 1990-91 to 411 against MDG target of 320. Death from TB 
per 100,000 population brought down from 58 to 43 against MDG 
target of 38 

Only 0.1%
HIV/AIDS

Prevalence

Prevalence
of Malaria
More Than

Halved

Deaths From
Malaria

Almost Nil

Drivers of Success
Awareness on use of condoms and safe sex; Supply of insecticide 
treated bed nets for children in high risk of malaria areas; Wider 
availability of anti-malarial drugs; Earlier detection and treatment of 
TB.
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MDG 7 : ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
98.2% of the population of Bangladesh using improved drinking water 
source

63.6% of population using improved sanitation in 2011 

Currently, only 19.4% of land in Bangladesh has tree cover with density of 
10% and above. Based on the spatial dimension, the area having tree 
cover is much closer to the target (20%) set by the government but the 
density is much less than the target (>70%)

Since 1991, there has been a steady increase in CO2 emission in Bangladesh 
due to increased development activities. In 2007, the emission was 0.3 
tonne per capita. At present the proportion of terrestrial and marine areas 
protected is 1.83%, less than the target of 5%.

Access to safe water for all is a challenge, as arsenic and salinity intrusion 
as a consequence of climate change fall out will exacerbate availability 
of safe water especially for the poor.
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MDG 8 : DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

During the last two decades and more, Bangladesh, on an average, got 
US$ 1,672 million ODA per year. The disbursed ODA as a proportion of 
Bangladesh’s GDP has declined from 5.59% in FY 90-91 to 1.87 percent in 
FY 12-13, implying yearly average of 2.62%. During the same period, per 
capita ODA disbursement saw fluctuating figures ranging from US$ 
18.29 to US$ 7.64; meaning yearly average of US$ 12.68. From 1990-91 to 
2012-13, on an average, each year Bangladesh got US$ 633 million as 
grants and US$ 1,045 million as loans.

Out of 34-member states of the OECD, only eight countries provided US$ 
624.9 million ODA to Bangladesh in 2012-13. The amount was about 
22.23% of the total ODA received by Bangladesh in that particular year. 
The MDGs sectors like education, health, social welfare, labour, public 
administration and social infrastructure together with agriculture and 
rural development constituted around 48.24% of the total ODA outlay.
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The current government formulated all its annual national budgets, 
development strategies and policies to take into account the 
importance of attaining individual MDGs. As a result, Bangladesh 
made remarkable progress in MDGs and started being considered a 
role model among developing nations in this regard. Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina is currently one of the only heads of government who 
was involved in the formulation of the MDGs in the late 90s and 
2000. Her experience in the world stage on development issues, 
coupled with the stellar performance of her administrations to 
achieve the MDGs, has resulted in current UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki Moon seeking her support and assistance for formulating the 
post-2015 sustainable development goals (SDGs). It is hoped that if 
the past few years were any indication, Bangladesh would continue 
to develop further achieving the SDGs with the same commitment 
shown towards the MDGs.     

CONCLUSION
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