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Introduction
Deft economic management and strong political
leadership of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina helped Bangladesh achieve a decade of
nearly 7% average GDP growth, crossing the
Lower Middle-Income threshold in 2015, and
meeting all criteria for graduation out of LDC
status. Buoyed by these successes, the
government is now set to realize the dream of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to have a country that is free of
poverty, where economic and social justice
prevails, and where there is shared prosperity.
Accordingly, the government has adopted two
major national planning documents: the Vision
2041and the Delta Plan 2100. To achieve the
goal of poverty-free prosperous nation, the
government designed the Vision 2041 and Delta
Plan 2100. The Vision 2041 is a continuation of
Vision 2021 and seeks to take the nation to the
development path dreamt by Bangabandhu. The
Delta Plan 2100 is envisioned as a long-term
integrated strategy that takes a long-term view
on water management, climate change and
environmental challenges of Bangladesh.
Bangladesh seeks to eliminate extreme poverty
and reach Upper Middle-Income Country (UMIC)
status by 2030, and High-Income Country (HIC)
status by 2041 with poverty approaching
extinction. The national policies of Bangladesh
have been set up, while drawing on the good
practice experiences of current UMICs and HICs
that have already travelled the development
path that Bangladesh is endeavoring to travel.

Over the next half-century, Bangladesh will
experience an accelerated pace of change that
will be rapid and transformational. It will have to
cope with rapid transformational shifts in
agriculture, trade and industry, in education and
healthcare,
in
transportation
and
communication, and in the way business is
conducted. Rapid growth will be balanced with
emphasis on proper distribution of the benefits
of growth for all, especially the poor and the
vulnerable. While these goals are pursued with
vigor, the government will ensure that key
natural resources like land, water, forestry,
natural habitat and air are used in a manner that
avoids their depletion and degradation.
To convert Vision 2041 into a development
strategy, with policies and programs, the
government’s Perspective Plan for 2021-2041
(PP2041) has been formulated. The two principal
aspirations underpin the Vision 2041: (a)
Bangladesh will be a developed country by
2041, with per capita income of over $12,500 in
today’s prices, and fully in tune with the digital
world; (b) Poverty will become a thing of the past
in Sonar Bangla (Golden Bengal).
In view of the special long-term challenges
presented by climate change and natural
hazards, the Bangladesh Government has
decided to develop a long-term Bangladesh Delta
Plan 2100 (BDP2100). BDP2100 seeks to
integrate the short to medium term aspirations
of Bangladesh to achieve upper middle income
(UMIC) status and eliminate extreme poverty in

the next 15-20 years with the longer-term
challenge of sustainable management of water,
ecology, environment and land resources. The
BDP2100 looks primarily at the medium-term
delta agenda but is mindful that the decisions
taken today have implications for the
longer-term agenda for 2040 and beyond. In
this regard, it sets up a long-term vision for the
evolution of the Bangladesh Delta by the end of
the 21st Century, but defines short and
medium-term goals as steps to reach that vision.
These goals, associated strategies, policies,
institutions and investments are moving targets
and adaptive in nature. They are adaptive to
changing natural events in order to respond
appropriately and stay the course to the path of
the long-term vision.
The remarkable development progress made in
last decade is a testament to the dynamic
leadership of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. The country is now well placed to push
forward and secure Bangabandhu’s dream of a

poverty free Bangladesh and to achieve HIC
status by 2041. Bangladesh has developed
strategies, policies and programs that will guide
it to this inspiring development path. The
challenges are steep but not insurmountable.
The foundation stone has already been laid and
a road map has been developed under Vision
2041 and Delta Plan 2100. The next step is to
strengthen
the
institutions,
develop
an
implementation plan and move full steam. As
illustrated, Bangladesh already has a strong
track record that shows how strong leadership, a
sound strategy and determined efforts can take
the country forward.
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State of
the Economy

Over 7% GDP growth for 4
consecutive years.

According to Asian
Development Bank (ADB), in
2019, Bangladesh showed
the fastest growth among
the Asia-Pacific economies.

According to United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), in
2018, Bangladesh was the
second largest FDI recipient
in South Asia.

Bangladesh’s economic development in the last
decade has been among the best in the world.
The average GDP growth in last decade has been
6.7%. The latest GDP growth for 2018-2019 is
8.1%, setting a new record. The growth highlights
the fact that Bangladesh is one of the top
performing economies in the world. According to
the International Monetary Fund, Bangladesh is
now the 43rd largest economy in terms of
nominal GDP. While its position is 32nd in terms
of purchasing power parity. Bangladesh was
included in IMF’s list of top-ten fastest-growing
economies in 2017. The PriceWaterhouseCoopers
(PWC) projects that Bangladesh will be the 28th
largest economy by 2030, and the 23rd largest
by 2050.
Bangladesh has shown a very prudent
macroeconomic management. It has had a solid
track record of expenditure control and debt
management. It has consistently adhered to
prudent fiscal and debt management strategy
under which fiscal deficits have been contained
within 3.5-4.5% of GDP. Bangladesh has been
rapidly reducing its foreign debt burden. The
foreign debt to gross domestic product (GDP)
ratio saw notable decline over the last decade.
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Budget Summary

The Budget and the
Macroeconomic Policy
Measures

Poverty rate
declined from
31.5% in 2009 to
21.8% in 2018

20182019e*

20192020b**

279

297

322

Total
Revenue

9.6

9.8

13.1

Tax
Revenue

8.6

8.8

11.8

Non-Tax
Revenue

1

1

1.3

Total
Expenditure

14.3

14.8

18.1

Revenue
Expenditure

8.9

8.8

10.8

ADP
Expenditure

5.4

6

7.3

Overall Balance
(including grant)

4.6

4.8

4.9

GDP
(in approximate
billion USD)

$63.8
billion

31.5%

2009

21.8%

2018

The annual national budget is the most important
government statement of its socio-economic
policy for the coming year. The 2019-2020
budget is the first budget for the new
government elected in 2018 and provides an
indication of the government’s thinking on policy
and programme priorities and the reform agenda.
The Annual Development Programme (ADP) is an
essential fiscal tool for government as short term
development planning. Most of the government
spending on development programs are done
through the ADP provision in the annual national
budget. Public investment in socio-economic
development has been gradually increasing. With
the ADP’s absolute size has been increasing along
with the number of projects, there has been a
marked improvement in the ADP implementation.
More efforts are going into better implementing
the ADP allocations.
Among the various macro issues considered in
the ADP, the factors that are given priority are
macroeconomic stability, achievement of rapid
economic
growth,
creation
of
greater
employment opportunities, increasing the supply
of gas and electricity, human resource
development, removing food deficit, ensure
access to health services, access to education
services, strengthening the local governments,
empowerment of women, reducing crime rate,
establishing good governance, development of
rural
infrastructure,
expansion
of
ICT
programmes and various human development
programs.

As Percent of GDP

Size of national
budget for
2019-2020

20172018

*e = estimated, **b = budgeted.

The last ten years have seen Bangladesh’s
economy transform from a low income least
developed one to a lower-middle income
developing
one.
Poverty
has
declined
dramatically as a result. The rate of poverty
declined to 21.8% in 2018, from 31.5% in 2009.
The extreme poverty rate reduced to 11.3% from
17.6% during the same period. In March 2018,
the United Nations Committee for Development
Policy announced Bangladesh’s eligibility for
graduation from a least developed country (LDC)
to a developing country. According to the UN,
Bangladesh has fulfilled all the eligibility
requirements for this graduation and can seek
official
approval
for
this
advancement.
Bangladesh is set to potentially graduate by
2024.
The increasing trend of allocation to physical
infrastructure and socio-economic infrastructure

Kutubdia wind turbines, Bangladesh's first wind power generation project
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sectors through ADP is consistent with the policy
and strategy of the government. The analysis of
the sectoral composition of the ADP of
2017-2018 shows that the policy to create
favorable environment to increase in the
investments for creating infrastructures needed
for gross production has been upheld. Similarly,
the increasing trend in allocations and utilization
rate for the socio-economic infrastructure sectors
in the ADP indicates relevance to the
government’s sectorial policies and strategies.
The ADP allocations shows that maximum
importance has been given to transport, energy,
rural development, physical infrastructure, water
supply and housing, education, ICT, health, and
agriculture sectors. During the last five fiscal
years, the highest allocation has been given to
the transport sector. As the construction of
Padma Multipurpose Bridge is a national priority,
the increased allocation for the project made the
transport sector the high recipient of ADP.

The budget does well to focus on the national
priority areas, including the National Social
Security Strategy (NSSS) and the Delta Plan 2100.
There are several strengths of the new budget.
First, it admits the dismal state of affairs with tax
revenue mobilization, which at around 9% of GDP,
is among the lowest in the world, and intends to
address this policy failure in the new budget.
Second, it anchors the budget to the
macroeconomic framework of the 7FYP and the
forthcoming Perspective Plan 2041 (PP2041),
thereby acknowledging the fiscal challenges
moving forward. Third, it formally announces the
intention to adopt the National Social Security
Strategy (NSSS) approved in 2015 and initiates
the implementation of the Bangladesh Delta Plan
2100. Fourth, it specifically targets several of the
key growth drivers (public and private
investments, exports and human capital) and
seeks to take policy actions to stimulate these
drivers. Finally, it reasserts the intention to
preserve fiscal discipline and debt sustainability
by keeping control over the fiscal deficit.

The 2019-2020 budget is the last budget for the
implementation of the 7th Five-Year Plan (7FYP).

A chronological review of growth aspirations under
various national plans of Bangladesh:
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Future Outlook
Bangladesh economy is also set to continue
expanding at a fast pace in the near term, above
7% per year, amid strong fixed investment,
vigorous
private
consumption
and
accommodative monetary policy. The newly
elected Awami League government is keen to
address the menace of non-performing loans
(NPL)
in
Bangladesh.
The
government
understands that restoring the financial health of
the banking sector is critical to securing the GDP
growth and poverty reduction targets of the
national plans such as the Perspective Plan 2041.

Economic Zones Scheme

100

Economic
Zones by
2030

10

million
new jobs

$40

billion of
exports

"Bangladesh will
become world’s
24th largest
economy by 2033”

Centre for Economics
and Business
Research, United
Kingdom.

Eradicating poverty by accelerating economic
growth
and
generating
employment
opportunities through industrialization is a key
policy priority for Bangladesh. The Government
of Bangladesh has decided to establish 100
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for creating 10
million jobs and generating an additional $40
billion exports. By offering attractive fiscal and
financial incentives, and serviced industrial plots,
these economic zones are expected to mobilize
investments from both domestic and foreign
sources.
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The downside risks to the investment projections
have recently increased across Bangladesh and
South Asia, because of domestic and external
factors. On the domestic side, political
uncertainties, setbacks in the implementation of
reforms and, in some countries, security
problems can affect investment prospects. This is
a crucial issue, as Bangladesh needs to tackle the
infrastructure bottlenecks for promoting growth,
encouraging further poverty reductions and
adjusting to climate change.
Bangladesh has become a hot prospect for global
investors due to its growth momentum, its
favorable demographics and hard-working labor
force, and its track record of export dynamism. In
the 2016 World Investment Forum, Bangladesh
was given an exclusive platform among world
business leaders whereby it was highlighted as a
role model due to its readymade garment (RMG)
sector progress.

The “Bangladesh Surprise”
in Global Economy
The global economic outlook is facing mounting
uncertainties and vulnerabilities. Declining policy
coordination among the advanced economies and
the fraying of international trade relations are
contributing to the deteriorating international
climate and the softening of growth prospects.
The IMF’s World Economic Outlook (WEO) October
2018 report projects global growth for
2018-2019 to remain steady at about 3.7%.
Despite the global economic uncertainty,
Bangladesh economy has been growing steadily
clocking at more than 7% GDP growth rate for few
consecutive years.

Since 1975, Bangladesh had
the Least Developed Country
status.

In 2015, the World Bank
recognized Bangladesh as a
Low-Middle Income Country.

In 2018, the United Nations
recognized Bangladesh as a
Developing Country.

Per capita income rose by
150% in last 10 years, the
highest increase in the region.

In 2018, the global economic
growth rate stands at 3.7%,
while Bangladesh’s growth
rate was 7.9%.

In the past year, the
economy continued its
march on a high growth
trajectory, albeit with
some emerging
vulnerabilities, along with
opportunities across the
domestic and global
economy to continue to
give credence to the
notion of a “Bangladesh
surprise”.

Economic growth accelerated in 2018-2019 to a
record 8.1%. It is broadly based on a strong
agricultural
sector
rebound,
large-scale
manufacturing growth of about 14%, growth of
domestic trade and a recovery of export growth.
Growth of major manufacturing sectors such as
garments,
textiles,
food
processing,
pharmaceuticals, and leather were the main
drivers.
There
are
emerging
signs
of
diversification in production and exports as
Bangladesh is now exporting over 1600 distinct
tradable products.
In July 2015, Bangladesh’s rising per capita
income pushed it out of the lower income country
bracket and into the lower middle-income
bracket for the first time since its independence
in 1971. Within ten years, Bangladesh’s per
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“The World Bank Group is
looking forward to working with
Bangladesh to promote private
sector investment by
strengthening governance and
improving the investment
climate.”

Jim Yong Kim
during his visit to Bangladesh as
the President of the World Bank.

capita income increased from $759 to $1,909.
Now, Bangladesh is aiming for attaining the
higher middle-income bracket by the year 2021.
The strategy to reach the status has been
formulated under the Perspective Plan 2021.
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In March 2018, Bangladesh reached another
development milestone as the United Nations
Committee for Development Policy announced
Bangladesh’s eligibility for graduation from a
least developed country (LDC) to a developing
country. According to the UN, Bangladesh has
fulfilled all the eligibility requirements for this
graduation and can seek official approval for this
advancement, which could take place by 2024.
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Human and
Social Development

Education for All

Budget
Allocation for
Education

$6,316
million

2018-2019

$7,276
million

2019-2020

The education sector in Bangladesh has taken
major strides in creating access and gender
parity, reducing dropout rate, ensuring cycle
completion, and securing greater success rate in
examinations. The Government of Bangladesh
(GoB) has continued to implement policies and
programs considering SDG 4 (ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all) as the
benchmark.
The GoB has raised the annual budgetary
allocation in the education sector by 17%, to
$7276 million for the fiscal year 2019-2020
(compared to the revised allocation in the
previous fiscal year). It will also widen the
ongoing incentivizing programs, like provision of
stipends, distribution of free textbooks, and
provision of school meals.

The literacy rate in
Bangladesh has
risen by 60 basis
points to 72.9% in
the last one year.
Literacy rate is
75.7% among males
and 70.1% among
females, owing to
the measures put in
place by the
government.
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Early Childhood Education
The Government of Bangladesh has already
managed to expand pre-primary and primary
education at rural areas through effective
programs. The focus is to ensure a minimum
standard of quality in all schools providing
pre-primary education, and to work on areas
where disparities exists.

93,247
2.8 million

35,000

Net enrolment
rate at
primary

90.8% 97.85%

2008

2018

50.5

18.6

2007

2018

institutions providing
pre-primary education.
children were enrolled
in pre-primary grade
in 2018.
teachers have been
recruited and trained
for pre-primary
education.

Universal Primary Education
Bangladesh has one of the largest primary
education systems in the world. It is estimated
that there are 16.4 million primary school
students. There are 365,925 primary school
teachers, working in more than 82,218 primary
schools (including madrasahs). The government,
with support from the development partners, has
started the fourth phase of the Primary Education
Development Program (PEDP-4). The project will
improve learning by developing efficient
curriculum and examination system.
Reaching Out of School Children (ROSC) project is
currently being implemented by the Directorate
of Primary Education (DPE) of Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education. ROSC has been
providing primary education to out-of-school
children in targeted rural upazillas (sub-districts)
of the country. The project provides alternative
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education to out-of-school children of urban
slums in 8 city corporations. It also provides
pre-vocational training (PVT) to dropped out
children and adolescents. The number of
out-of-school children supported under the
project has reached to 690,000.

Dropout rate
at primary
level

Primary
education cycle
completion rate

81.4%

Girls enrolment
rate at primary
level

99.40%

Primary school
infrastructure
development
during 2018

4,847
new classrooms
7,767
wash blocks
7,780
tube wells
93 new primary
schools in villages
without school

Free Textbook Distribution
In 2019, more than 352 million copies of
textbooks have been distributed among 42.6
million students in educational institutions across
the country. Free textbooks had been distributed
among students of pre-primary schools, primary
schools, secondary schools, ebtedayee and (two
streams under faith-based education) institutes,
and vocational-technical schools across the
country.

Stipend
receiver

10.17 million primary
school students
during 2017-2018.
29 million secondary and
graduate level students
during 2009-2018.
1.5 million students
from disadvantaged and
ethnic backgrounds
during 2009-2018.

45,977 children
with special needs got
enrolled in schools in 2018.

276,000
textbooks
written in ethnic languages
were distributed in 2019.

5,857 braille
textbooks
were distributed among
visually impaired students in
2019.

Teacher
recruitment
and training
during
2018

3 new Primary
Teachers’ Institute
(PTIs) established.
13,988 new teachers
recruited.

8,984 teachers
received Certificate in
Education Training.
5,835 teachers
received Diploma in
Primary Education
Training.
$476 million allocated
for teacher training
under PEDP-4 project.
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ICT for Improved Learning
In recent years, ICT is extensively used in
facilitating learning and to improve the quality of
education in the country. The government has
created ICT facilities for building capacity of
teachers. Projects are in operation to establish
multimedia classroom to promote ICT-based
education in primary and secondary schools.
Teachers are getting training, at Primary Teachers
Institutes (PTIs), for improving their ability to
develop quality contents.

Multimedia classroom in
4,500 primary, 33,000
secondary and higher
secondary schools.
Computer labs have been
set up in 3,544
educational institutions.
ICT Training and Resource
Centers are functional in
125 sub-districts.
ICT Learning Center has
been set up in 640
secondary and higher
secondary institutions.
37,000 teachers have
been given ICT training in
2017-2018.
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Faith-based Education
Due to initiatives in past ten years, madrasa
education has improved in Bangladesh. Following
the Education Policy (2010) stipulations, the
government introduced changes in the madrasa
curriculum, syllabuses and course outline. The
changes have also included textbook on modern
subjects so that the students can develop as
competent human resource. The government has
initiated scholarship program for meritorious
students of madrasa education. Multimedia
classrooms have so far been set in 5,500
madrasas. Computer courses have been started in
3,121 madrasas.

Technical and Vocational
Education and Training
(TVET)
Vocational education programs at both secondary
and higher secondary level are regularly being
updated. The traditional courses are being
converted into competency-based training
programs.
Several
initiatives
to
update
curriculum and monitoring framework, are
currently under implementation. Moreover, scope
has been created for youth with low levels of
education to avail formal skill development
course.
Pre-vocational
qualifications
were
designed under TVET Reform Project to improve
basic skills of youth seeking entry into TVET.
The GoB encourages female enrollment in TVET.
The target is to increase female ratio in TVET,
from 27% in 2015 to 40% in 2020. Strides taken
for incentivizing female enrollment in TVET are:
establishment of 8 Technical School and Colleges
for girls in all 8 divisions; establishment of 4 new
polytechnic institutions for girls; provision of
stipend to all female students; and increase in
female quota for admission from 10% to 20%.

The Strategic Plan for
Higher Education in
Bangladesh 2018-2030
is under implementation.

the Higher Education Quality Enhancement
Project (HEQEP), was the largest component with
an allocation of $100 million.
Bangladesh’s public universities now have
internet facilities and modern virtual classrooms.
These facilities are inter-connected through the
Bangladesh Research and Education Network
(BREN), whereby they can establish contact
amongst themselves and connect with any
university or research organization around the
world. Through digital library facility, all public
and private universities now have access to
academic journals and reference books from
internationally reputed publishers.

3.9 million

students at the tertiary
level
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Relevant and Quality
Higher Education
Upgrading postsecondary and higher education
to better respond to the national and global
demands has been a top priority of the
government. Student enrolment in higher
education increased significantly during last two
decades. Recent years have seen increased
budgetary allocation for science, research and
innovation. The Academic Innovation Fund (AIF),
which introduced the competitive grant award
mechanism for the first time in Bangladesh under

new public universities
since 2009

103
private universities in
operation
Institutional Quality
Assurance Cells have
been activated in

69 universities
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Health
The health system of Bangladesh is advancing,
with the government financing and setting
overall policies and service delivery mechanisms.
Although the health system is faced with many
intractable challenges, it is a priority in national
resource allocation. Bangladesh's life expectancy
is superior to that of other regional countries, and
it has been a global success story for myriad
public indicators such as the reduction of stunting
rate. The government's community clinic (CC)
initiative has been a model for the developing
nations. The community clinics are playing a
pivotal role at the grassroots level. Bangladesh
plans to introduce universal health insurance by
2023.

Clean Water and Sanitation
Bangladesh has done remarkably well in ensuring
safe water and sanitation access to its population.
Before the discovery of arsenic in ground water,
the country enjoyed almost universal access to
drinking water. Open defecation has been
eradicated. As a result of such improvements, the
casualty from enteric diseases has fallen rapidly.

High-Level Panel on Water
(HLPW)
In November 2015, the United Nations
Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Water and
Sanitation (UNSGAB) recommended to form
high-level
alliances
to
tackle
priority
water-related challenges, as to convene a Heads
of State/Government Panel on Water. The Panel
would lead the global advocacy for water
resilience and adaptation. The Honorable Prime
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina was
nominated as one of the steering members of the
High-Level Panel on Water (HLPW).
The outstanding success of Bangladesh, in
achieving the MDGs (between 2000-2015),
consolidated her position in the 11-member
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HLPW. The major task of the HLPW is to achieve
SDG-6 particularly and other SDGs that rely on
the development and management of water
resources.

Safe Drinking Water Services

87% of the
population
using safely
managed
drinking water
services.
Currently, the proportion of population using
safely managed drinking water services stands at
87% (after making adjustments for arsenic
contamination). Despite the remarkable progress,
Bangladesh still has the 2nd lowest water supply
coverage figures among the South-Asian
countries.

Safely Managed
Sanitation Services

77% of the
population
using improved
sanitation
facilities.

In Bangladesh, a nationwide baseline survey in
2003 revealed that improved sanitation coverage
was only 33%, and 42% of the population had no
latrine for defecation. This indicates that
improved sanitation coverage in the country has
increased by 28 percentage points since 2003.

According to the
WHO/UNICEF Joint
Monitoring Programme for
Water Supply and
Sanitation (JMP) report in
2015:

Only 1% of the
population are
practicing open
defecation.
10% of the
population are using
unimproved latrines.
28% of the
population are
sharing latrines.
61% of the
population are using
improved latrines.

According to Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and
UNICEF, in 2014, 77% of the population of
Bangladesh is living in households using
improved sanitation facilities including shared
facilities. Use of improved sanitation facilities is
strongly correlated with wealth, 95.8% in the
richest households use improved sanitation
facilities whereas only half of 45.6%, use in the
poorest households.
Bangladesh
has
already
identified
hydro-geologically
and
socio-economically
difficult areas (hard to reach areas) and people
while preparing the “National Strategy for Water
and Sanitation in the Hard-to Reach Areas of
Bangladesh, 2012”. Government investment in
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) has also

been increasing over the last four years. WASH
investment in geographically difficult area like
char, haor (wetland), coastal belt and hilly areas is
still much lower compared to other areas. There is
a gap in ensuring appropriate toilet technologies
for differently abled people at affordable cost.
The sudden influx of almost a million Rohingya
refugees in Teknaf area has put enormous
pressure on drinking water and sanitation
facilities. Arranging safe drinking water and
proper sanitation in Teknaf (a geographically
challenging area) has been extremely difficult
despite, the best efforts of national and
international agencies.
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Skills and Employment
The labor force of Bangladesh comprises of 64
million people. The overseas employment plays
an important role in reducing unemployment. The
remittance inflow is a propelling driver of the
foreign currency reserve, and subsequently of
the national economy. It also helps in poverty
reduction. In 2018, a total of 734,181
Bangladeshi
workers
went
abroad
for
employment.
In 2018, under the supervision of Bureau of
Manpower Employment and Training (BMET), a
total 682,000 people (in 55 different trades)
received training through 6 Institutes of Marine
Technology and 64 Technical Training Centers
(TTCs). The government plans to set-up at least
one vocational training center in every upazilla
(sub-district). 357 trainers (from the training
centers under BMET) were internationally trained
to upgrade the standard of technical training.

National Skills
Development Authority
(NSDA)

To translate the vision of the
National Skills Development Policy
2011, the National Skills
Development Authority (NSDA), under
the Prime Minister's Office, has been
set-up in 2019. The NSDA have been
mandated through passing of the
National Skills Development Authority
Act 2018. The NSDA has been
strengthened with more authority
than its predecessor Bangladesh
National Skills Development Council
(NSDC).
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The Skills Development
Authority (NSDA) will be a
driving factor in the national
development agenda. Its
mission is to build a skilled
human resource in
Bangladesh. Its main target is
to help the country reach:

Middle-income
country by 2021
SDGs targets
by 2030
Developed country
by 2041

Skills for Decent
Employment
(skills.gov.bd)

Skills for Employment
Investment Program (SEIP)
Training in Numbers

Access to Information (a2i) is the key driver of
the government’s public service innovation
agenda. a2i is spearheading efforts to increase
remittance per capita and to ensure decent work
for every youth. Under the Skills for Decent
Employment initiative, more than 100,000 youth,
industry and skills providers, have been brought
under a Skills Portal.

Skills for Employment
Investment Program
(SEIP)
To coordinate the existing skill development
programs, the government has enacted the
National Skills Development Policy 2011. The
National Skills Development Authority (NSDA),
headed by Honorable Prime Minister, has also
been set-up to coordinate the skill development
programs. Currently, 22 different Ministries and
Divisions
have
been
implementing
skill
development and training related activities.

495,730

People targeted

354,570

People already
enrolled

299,027

Certified trainees

215,755

Graduates employed

24
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) proposed a
Multi-tranche Financing Facility (MFF) Program in
order to take a long-term and comprehensive
approach to support skills development in
Bangladesh. The program has the potential to
contribute to higher GDP growth by skilling and
up-skilling a large number of working age
population. The Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC) will also co-finance the
program. The Finance Division is the executing
agency of the SEIP Phase-I project while three
line-ministries, the Bangladesh Bank, the Palli
Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF), and nine
industry associations, will be implementing the
Program. The total cost of SEIP for the entire
period (2014 to 2021) is estimated to be $1,070
million.

Program partner
agencies

793

Institutes providing
training

375

Courses offered

5,622

Trainers in the
program

2,188

Quality control
assessors
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Youth Development
Youth are the leading force for transforming
Bangladesh into a developed country. The
Government of Bangladesh (GoB) has been
strengthening the education, skills, healthcare,
sports and ICT sectors, in order to ensure
productive youth population. The goal is to help
the youth contribute to the country’s long-term
development goals.

209 upazilas (sub-districts)
and 1,213 unions under
optical fiber connectivity.
200 services
(including job search) from
5,275 Union Digital Centers.

Grants
Commission
(UGC)
are
funds/grants to promote research.

More than
one-third of the
Bangladeshi
population (53
million) are
youth.
In recent years, the country has witnessed robust
policy support, and greater investments in youth.
The National Youth Policy 2017 is framed with
“the spirit of nurturing in youth an exalted kind of
mind, heart and soul and boosting them with
sense of responsibility to the country, society and
the environment; and eventually developing
them into a capable generation on a par with the
21st Century.” The goals and objectives of youth
development during the current Seventh Five
Year Plan (2016-2020) include the creation of a
productive employment opportunities. Currently,
the Ministry of Youth and Sports (MoYS), the focal
body to implement the youth policy, is
formulating a national plan of action (NPA) to
implement the National Youth Policy 2017.
To ensure quality education for youth, the
government continues its efforts (e.g. updating
curriculum and contents, strengthening teacher
training, improving monitoring and supervision
mechanism) at all levels of education. Access to
higher education has been rapidly expanding in
the country. A number of agencies including the
Ministry of Education (MoE) and University
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offering

The
government,
with
assistance
from
development partners, is financing technical and
vocational education and training (TVET).
Vocational education programmes at both
secondary and higher secondary levels are
regularly being updated. The traditional courses
are being converted into competency-based
training. Scope has been created for youth with
low levels of education to avail skill development
courses. At least one vocational subject will be
introduced from grade 6 to 10 in schools and
madrasas.
Steps have been taken to establish Youth
Development Centers across the country. Youths
can get training to become self-employed in these
centers. The Sheikh Hasina National Institute of
Youth Development is being developed as the
‘center of excellence’ to create skilled manpower
through providing the youth with necessary
training and education. The Department of Youth
Development (DYD), under Ministry of Youth and
Sports (MoYS), has 64 non-residential and 58
residential training centers at the district
headquarters. It also has 5 regional human
resource development centers and a central
human resource development center.
The government is creating technology friendly
environment, where youth can learn ICT skills by
using tech devices. It has brought 209 upazilas
(sub-districts) and 1,213 unions under optical
fiber connectivity. The youth can easily access
200 services (including job search) from 5,275
Union Digital Centers.

Another emerging sector is small and medium
enterprises (SME). Recently, good employment
generating start-ups have been mushrooming in
Bangladesh. Innovative and dynamic young
people are creating jobs for others. The
Department of Youth Development (DYD) has
launched
trade-oriented
entrepreneurship
training programmes across the country in recent
times. The programme is targeted towards
self-employed youths who have the potential to
become young entrepreneurs. The 'National
Service' programme is also being implemented
with the objective of generating employment
opportunities for the educated youths.
The
government plans to extend the coverage of the
National Service Programme to all upazilas
(sub-districts).

The physical and mental wellbeing of the youth
have been at the forefront of policymaking of the
current government. To ensure that the youth
spends their free time in more constructive and
creative ways, the Awami League government
plans to establish a Youth Recreation Center in
every upazila (sub-district). The government has
been strengthening measures to prevent and
counter violent extremism through undertaking
concerted social, educational and religious
campaigns.

Bangladesh has developed policies to
ensure full employment and decent work
for all men and women, including the
youths within 2030.

The Ministry of Youth and Sports (MoYS) has
taken initiatives to engage youth in sports. It
finds talents in sports from the grassroots level,
and creates skilled players through intensive
training. It also undertakes sports development
programmes and upgrades sports infrastructures
across
the
country.
Sports
associations/federations, recognized under MoYS,
regularly arrange sports leagues and age-group
competitions at the national and grassroots level.
Bangladesh is now widely acknowledged for
women’s participation in sports - including
athletics, swimming, shooting, football and
cricket. Sports associations have started offering
incentives and special trainings to women
participants. The Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) has been exclusively training 50 young
footballers, many of whom play for the national
team. The country’s women athletes won several
prestigious regional awards in recent years.
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Women’s Empowerment
Women’s empowerment is one of the major
achievements in the past decade. During that
period, Bangladesh has done exceptionally well
in indicators such as girl-child education, and
women's employment. Women are now better
educated, economically more empowered, and
most importantly more confident than the
previous generation. Women are now in
leadership positions at every sphere of life.
Bangladesh is one of the top ten nations to have
reduced gender inequality by politically
empowering of women. As per the Global Gender
Gap Report 2018, published by the World
Economic Forum (WEF), Bangladesh is at the
topmost position in gender equality in South Asia.

Women’s
empowerment is
one of the ten
‘Special Initiatives’
of Honorable Prime
Minister Sheikh
Hasina. She
personally oversees
the progress of the
initiative.
Budget allocation for women’s development has
also been increased in the last 10 years. All the
government ministries have now adopted
gender-responsive budgeting. They are held
accountable for spending their allocation for the
economic and social empowerment of women. In
the latest budget of 2019-2020, $19.2 billion,
which is 5.56% of the GDP, has been allocated for
women development. Women’s advancement
through access to education, health, labor market,
employment and social protection, are the areas
of target in the current budget.
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Women in Bangladesh made significant progress
in the labor force participation in the last two
decades. During the period of 1996-2017, the
national rate of female labor force participation
more than doubled, increasing from 15.8% to
36.3%. The productivity of the women labor force
has also improved over time. Currently, more
than 40% of the employed women have at least
secondary level education.
During last two decades, the number of
self-employed women increased from 31% to
39%. More women entrepreneurs have started
their own business, creating employment
opportunities for other women. Women's
participation has been increasing in many
non-traditional and emerging sectors such as
hospitality, transportation, and food processing.
Banks and financial institutions have been
offering flexible loans to women entrepreneurs.
The government has established Joyeeta
Foundation, which is mandated to commercially
engage women in the supply chain - from
production to marketing. About 18,000 women
entrepreneurs under 180 registered women
associations are directly engaged with the
Foundation.

In the 2018-2019,
the government
allocated $11.76
million to the Women
Entrepreneurship
Fund.

27% of government employees
are female.
Around 14,000 women held
top-tier positions in public and
private organizations in 2017.
Since 2017, the government has been
implementing the Income Generating Activity
(IGA) project. The project is designed to make
rural
women
self-reliant
through
income-generating training. The trainings are
taking place at upazila (sub-district) level across
the country. The project is being implemented in
all 426 upazilas of the country. Rural women are
receiving a four-month training on various trades,
including
tailoring,
tourism,
handicraft,
mushroom growing, carpet making, salesmanship,
mobile phone repairing, and computer handling.
Under the project, 217,440 women have received
training.
Bangladesh Rural Development Board (BRDB)
runs Comprehensive Rural Employment Support
Programme for the poor women in 59 upazilas of
Khulna and Barisal Division. The main objective
of the project is to reduce poverty and
socio-economically empower the poor women.
The project mobilizes local resources for capital
formation.

The number of female officials in the civil
administration, especially at the field level, is
increasing fast giving a big boost to women
empowerment. By 2018, 1,276 women (22% of
the total 5,692) were working as Class I
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) officers. Ten
women are working in as many ministries and
divisions as secretaries or secretary in charge
-the topmost post in the civil administration.
There were also 82 female additional secretaries,
99 woman joint secretaries, 306 female deputy
secretaries, 394 woman senior assistant
secretaries and 389 female assistant secretaries.
At least 4 female deputy secretaries were
working as Deputy Commissioner (DC), while 15
were
working
as
Additional
Deputy
Commissioner (ADC), 127 women were working
as Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) and 134 as
assistant commissioners of land.

In Global Gender Gap
Report 2018,
Bangladesh was in
the 5th position
among 149 countries
in terms of closing
the gender gap in the
political
empowerment
sub-index.

In Bangladesh, women have been the heads of
the government for nearly three decades. There
are 50 reserved seats for women in the
parliament. The seats are allotted to the parties
based on their proportional representation in the
Parliament. In the newly-formed government,
one minister, one state minister and one deputy
minister are women. Including the Prime Minister,
the total number of women parliamentarians who
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have been directly elected is 22. The current
Bangladesh parliament has 72 women members,
which is 20% of the Parliament.
Women’s advancement through access to
education has been prioritized by HPM Sheikh
Hasina’s government. Her government has put
necessary policies, plans, programs and resources
in place in order to achieve gender equality in the
education sector. Bangladesh has topped the
Gender Gap Index in the primary and secondary
education category. To continue the efforts to this
end, the government has extended its stipend
program for female students, and undertaken
initiatives to make women-friendly environment
and infrastructures. Coverage of stipend program
for girls has been extended manifold and this
strategy resulted in almost 100% enrollment rate
and gender parity. Education of girls up to degree
level in public schools is free.

Gender parity has been
achieved in primary and
secondary education.
The overall enrolment of
girls at the primary
level rose from 57% in
2008 to 96% in 2017.

70.2%

The literacy rate for
females has risen from
43.7% (2007) to 70.2%
(2017).

To combat violence against women, there is a
central cell to prevent VAW in Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs (MoWCA) which monitors,
supervises and follows up the efforts and
initiatives to address violence against women
and
children.
Moreover,
there
is
an
inter-ministerial coordination committee for the
National Programs for the Prevention of Violence
and
Dowry.
The
committee
includes
representatives from ministries and civil society.
The National Helpline Center for violence against
women and children provides support to women.
Women now get necessary information and
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support by calling the helpline number 109.
Another call centre-333 also provides service in
cases of eve-teasing, early marriage, dowry
related incidents, etc. MoWCA under its
Multi-Sectoral Programmes on VAW has launched
a mobile application named ‘Joy’. A victim can call
for help through the app. Government initiated
5,292 clubs in 489 upazilas for building
awareness and prevention against gender-based
violence.

Child Development

The under 5 mortality rate (U5MR) is the number
of deaths of children under the age of five years
for every 1000 live births. There has been a
persistent decline in U5MR during 1995-2017
period. The U5MR has come from 125 in 1995 to
31 in 2017. Sharp discrepancy between rural and
urban rates existed in the early years. The rates
have converged in recent years, marking much
higher improvement in the rural areas. The 2020
target for U5MR (34) has already been achieved
by 2017.
The Neonatal mortality rate (NMR) is measured as
the number of deaths of infants under the age of
one month for every 1000 live births in a year.
There has been consistent decline in the mortality
rate during the 2000-2017 period. The NMR has
come from 39 in 2000 to 17 in 2017. The
rural-urban discrepancy in NMR has nearly
vanished. This marks a significant improvement
in access to infant health care, especially in rural
areas. Provided the current downward trend
continues, the NMR is estimated to decline to
about 13 in 2020. The trend implies that it is on
track to achieve the SDG target.

Vaccine Coverage
Bangladesh has been
awarded the GAVI Alliance
Award for child health
immunization by the
Global Vaccine Alliance
twice – in 2009 and in
2012.
Bangladesh has developed an effective national
immunization programme starting from 1979.
The progress has been possible with the
implementation support of the Expanded
Programme on Immunization (EPI) of the World
Health
Organization.
The
implementation
received heavy emphasis in 1985, when
Bangladesh made its commitment at the United
Nations to reach universal child immunization by
1990. The programme consists of vaccination
against six childhood diseases: polio, measles,
pertussis, tetanus, diphtheria and tuberculosis.
The immunization program in Bangladesh is a
success story for which Bangladesh has been
globally praised. In 1985 the vaccination
coverage was simply 2%. The Expanded Program
on Immunisation (EPI) made strides to eradicate
vaccine preventable disease. As of 2016,
Bangladesh has a 99% coverage rate in treating
tuberculosis. The country has eradicated the
threat of neonatal tetanus. Similar results have
been seen in eradicating polio, diphtheria and
hepatitis. The government has raised the number
of vaccines in the National EPI program. In 2012,
the service provision was raised from 6 vaccines
to 11 vaccines.
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Inclusion of Ethnic
Minority Groups
Bangladesh consists of people from various
ethnic backgrounds. According to the Population
Census of 2011, the population size of the ethnic
minority, excluding the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) region, is 1.5 million. The household
number of the ethnic minorities is 356,175. In
2012, the Ethnic Minority Policy was formulated
by HPM Sheikh Hasina. The Policy was
formulated to improve the socioeconomic
condition of the ethnic communities of
Bangladesh. The Policy is aimed to allocate
necessary
development
resources
geared
towards the ethnic communities. The government
is steadfast to preserve the linguistic and cultural
heritage
by
building
Ethnic
Minority
Multipurpose Service Center, community centers,
cultural centers, and religious centers. By taking
into account the aspects of better livelihood; the
policy provides the ethnic minorities with
necessary skill trainings and employment seeking
opportunities.

Initiatives and incentives for ethnic minority groups:

Total allocation for
ethnic minority
(excluding allocation
for CHT) was

$9,546,000.

$7,159,500

spent in 500
income-generating
projects in 280
upazilas
(sub-districts).

2,096 tertiary
level students
received one-time
stipend worth
$572,760.
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Ethnic minority
students received
stipend worth

$2,983,125 in
280 upazilas
(sub-districts).

100,000 ethnic
minority people’s
socioeconomic
conditions have
been transformed.

Transgender Community
Livelihood Development
Program

Outlook on Small Ethnic
Communities, Religious
Minorities and Backward
Population

Number of Beneficiaries of the Transgender Community
Livelihood Development Program

The Awami League-led government realizes the
need for an inclusive governance where all
sections of the society has equal say in the
development story of the country. Small ethnic
communities, religious minorities and backward
population deserve special focus at both
individual and community level.

Transgender community comprises a very small
portion of the total population of Bangladesh. The
community has so far been neglected, and
mistreated in the society. The Awami League-led
government has acknowledged the need to
mainstream them in the development of the
country. Ensuring their education, rehabilitation,
and social security is imperative. On 11th
November
2013,
Bangladesh
officially
recognized transgender as a separate gender.
The government has taken numerous initiatives
to materialize the “Transgender Community
Livelihood Development Program”. Transgender
Community Livelihood Development Program
Policy 2013 was approved at Cabinet meeting
presided over by Honorable Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The rehabilitation program was
primarily launched in 7 districts of the country in
2012.
In 2012-2013, around $85,000 was allocated for
the program. In 2013, 14 more districts were
brought under this program. In 2019-2020,
budget allocation has risen to $659,110. Between
2013 and 2017, the number of beneficiaries
under various social security initiatives (stipend,
old age allowance, training and post training
assistance) was 18,036. Between 2018 and June
2019, the number of beneficiaries has
significantly risen.

Under the current Awami League election
manifesto (which will be converted to
government policies), some of the genuine
pledges to create a vibrant community for
otherwise marginalized sections of the society
are:

Rights of the real owners of land will be
reinstated by Vested Property Amendment
Act.
‘National Minority Commission’ will be
formed and special law will be enacted for
protection of rights of the minority.
Land Commission’s work to take special
measures to protect the rights of the small
ethnic communities’ lands, water bodies
and forestry in the plain lands, will
continue.
System to provide the children from the
small ethnic communities, and Dalits, and
tea garden workers with special quotas
and facilities in education and job sectors
will continue.
All the discriminatory laws will be
rescinded and unlawful practices against
the minorities and small ethnic
communities will be abolished.
Projects to protect and develop the
languages, literature, culture and lifestyles
distinctive of the small ethnic
communities will be adopted.
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03
Poverty Reduction
and Social Security

Poverty Reduction
Bangladesh has shown the way to alleviate
poverty by utilizing limited resources through
long term policy-planning. Along with sustained
economic growth, several other factors including substantial public spending (on health,
education, social protection and infrastructure),
rapid inflow of external remittances, and access
to finance - have contributed to rapid reduction
of poverty.
The poverty rate reduced to 21.8% in 2018, from
31.5% in 2009. According to the Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS), the country’s poverty
rate as per upper poverty line dropped on an
average by 1.25 percentage points per annum
during 2017 and 2018; while extreme poverty
rate declined annually by 0.80 percentage points
in the period. Meanwhile, between 2010 and
2016, income and expenditure per household
increased by 39% and 40% respectively. The
government has set up a target to reduce the
poverty to 18.6% at the end of the 7th Five Year
Plan (2016-2020). Given the current rate of
poverty alleviation, the country is projected to
eliminate extreme poverty within a few years.
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31.5%
The
poverty
rate

39%

2009

21.8%

2018

increase in
income
between 2010
to 2016.

In March 2018, the UN Committee for
Development Policy (CDP) announced the
graduation of Bangladesh from the Least
Developed Country (LDC) to a developing
country. The country received higher than
average scores in all the three criteria: per capita
gross national income (GNI), Human Asset Index
(HAI), and Economic Vulnerability Index (EVI).

The Human Asset
Index (HAI) indicator
considers nutrition,
health, adult literacy
and secondary school
enrolment.
Bangladesh scored
HAI 72.8, which is
well above the
thresholds score of
68.

To achieve the growth aspiration of becoming a
poverty-free upper-middle income country,
Bangladesh is implementing structural reforms. It
is expanding investments in human capital,
increasing female labor force participation, and
raising
productivity
through
increased
integration with the global market. The
government policies states that improving
infrastructure and business environment are
integral to promoting job creation in the
economy.
The Government of Bangladesh recognizes that
access to finance is one of the most important
factors to alleviate poverty. The Bangladesh Bank
(the central bank of Bangladesh) has been playing
a pivotal role in offering banking facilities to
millions, particularly to financially-excluded
women and rural people.
Karmasangsthan Bank (a special bank to support
employment generation) has been operating loan
program with the assistance of Bangladesh Bank
since 2016-2017. From 2016-2017, the
Karmasangsthan Bank commenced agricultural
refinance scheme for milk production and
artificial insemination. Up to February 2019,

Bangladesh (along with
Cambodia and India) has
shown the fastest progress
in poverty decline. Poverty
in both rural and urban
areas has decreased at the
same pace.
Global
Multidimensional
Poverty Index
2019, UNDP
$33.73 million has been distributed among
20,838 young entrepreneurs under this program.
Bangladesh Rural Development Board (BRDB)
plays a significant role in poverty reduction of
the country.
BRDB is operating 4 projects/
programs targeted towards poverty alleviation
and social empowerment. These programs are:
Participatory Rural Development Project-3,
Employment Guarantees Scheme for the Poor of
Northern
Region,
Comprehensive
Village
Development Program, and Gaibanda Integrated
Rural Poverty Alleviation Project. In addition,
BRDB implements 11 projects/programs related
to poverty reduction, women empowerment, and
microcredit, through its own fund. Up to February
2019, BRDB cumulatively disburses $1.9 billion.
Palli Daridro Bimochon Foundation (a publicly
funded foundation for rural poverty alleviation)
provides loans, and also arranges training on
leadership and social development for its clients.
The foundation conducts its activities among 357
upazilas (subdistrict) in 55 districts. It is noted
that almost 97% beneficiaries of the foundation
are female. Up to February 2019, PDBF has
distributed $1.26 billion as microcredit and small
entrepreneur loan among the beneficiaries.
Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) works
towards poverty alleviation, social safety net
enhancement and women empowerment. The
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foundation operates all over the country through
its 278 partner organizations (POs). Up to
December 2018, PKSF provided financial
assistance worth $194.76 million.
Cooperative activities have also made great
contribution to employment, poverty alleviation
and economic development of the country.
Currently
there
are
1,74,709
primary
co-operative societies functional in the country.
The Department of Co-operative (DoC) at Ministry
of Local Government, Rural Development and
Co-operatives implement different projects/
programs aimed towards poverty alleviation.
Microfinance in Bangladesh has expanded its
scope
from
home-based
activities
and
self-employment, to include savings and
insurance, microenterprises, and productive
employment. A total of 811 micro finance
institutions contribute greatly in reducing
poverty and increasing income. Up to June 2018,
the amount of loan disbursed from these
institutions was over $8 billion.
In recent years, the government has holistically
focused on skill development, particularly of
youth and women, in order to generate good job
opportunities.
More
than
twenty
departments/agencies of the government have
livelihood training programs. The government
envisages to create 12.9 million additional jobs
by 2020. The plan to set up 100 Special Economic
Zones by 2030 would help create 10 million job
opportunities. The government also aims to
secure around 8 million jobs abroad for migrant
workers.
Government and non-government sectors of
Bangladesh have taken various pragmatic
measures to ensure balanced development. The
measures are aimed to eliminate inequalities
between villages and towns. The living standard
of the rural people has improved with better
employment and income opportunities. The
tendency of rural to urban migration will slow
down given the measures are properly
implemented.
In the recent past, drastic improvement in
infrastructure and information networks has
taken place. These two factors have played a
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significant role in market reforms. Digitalization
and improvement in connectivity has helped spur
rapid decrease in poverty levels. Cell phones are
bringing the market closer to the poor and the
rural sections of the society. With necessary
information, remote farmers can now produce
specific crops for sale to the buyers at the best
price. The emergence of mobile banking has
reduced many barriers to maintaining saving
accounts. It also helps create entrepreneurship at
the grass-roots level, while contributing towards
poverty reduction.

Social Security
The government has been continuing the social
safety net programs with a view to alleviate
poverty through improvement of socio-economic
condition of disadvantaged and backward
communities. With that target in sight, the
government has been implementing the National
Social Security Strategy (NSSS) 2015. The NSSS
has been under implementation with the
principle of “leave no one behind”.

The National Social
Security Strategy
(NSSS) was formulated
and launched in 2015.
The social safety net
programs of the NSSS
are being successfully
implemented with
principle of “leave no
one behind”.

In last 10 years, the Government of Bangladesh
has enhanced the social safety net to ensure
welfare and financial inclusion of the vulnerable
communities. During the period, the Social Safety
Net Programs (SSNPs) contributed significantly in
combating poverty. The SSNPs created better
access to education, healthcare, nutrition and
financial services, for the people living near the
poverty line.

The allocation for the social protection in
2018-2019 was $6.45 billion, which was only $2
billion in 2008-2009. In the 2018-2019, SSNP
coverage has been expanded in terms of the
number of beneficiaries and fiscal allocation.

Food and Cash Assistance
Safety net programs have been very impactful, in
mitigating hunger and poverty. The programs
have
targeted
people
in
flood-affected,
monga-prone (famine), haor, baor and char (lands
surrounded by water) areas. The Work for Money
program has long been in operation, and a total of
$85.7 million has been allocated for this program
in
2018-2019.
Under
Vulnerable
Group
Development (VGD) program, about 370,000
metric ton food grain was distributed among the
beneficiaries in 2018-2019. Another $206
million was allocated (for 400,000 metric ton
food grains) for Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF)
program in 2018-2019. More than 120,000
metric ton of rice (amounting to $64.4 million)
has been allocated for Gratuitous Relief (GR)
program in 2018-2019.
Under the Employment for Ultra-Poor program,
lean-seasonal jobs are being created for the
ultra-poor. The duration of employment is 40

days for each job assignment. In 2018-2019,
$196.4 million was allocated to create
employment for more than 800,000 people. The
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief has
been carrying out the ongoing Open Market Sale
(OMS) program. Essential groceries are sold to the
targeted population at below market price. In
2018, the Ministry has received an allocation of
$92.9 million for the OMS program. Urban poor,
laborer and other low-income groups are the
direct beneficiaries of this program.

Insurance and
Social Allowance
During 2018-2019, scope and allocation of cash
allowance - such as old aged allowance, widow
and destitute women allowance, freedom fighters’
honorarium, allowance for orphans and disabled has been increased. In 2018-2019, the number of
recipients of old age allowances increased from
3.5 million to 4 million. In total, $285 million was
distributed among the beneficiaries. Another
$100 million was allocated to implement the
Allowance Program for Widow, Deserted and
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Destitute Women during the period. A total of 1.4
million beneficiaries received allowance in the
last fiscal year.
The number of beneficiaries of Maternity
Allowance for Poor Mother program was
increased to 700,000 in 2018-2019, from 600,00
in 2017-2018. $82.5 million has been allocated
for this program during the period. The
beneficiary stipend has been increased by 60%.
The time period of stipend for poor lactating
working mothers has recently been extended
from 24 months to 36 months. In 2018-2019, the
number of beneficiaries of Allowance for
Disabled Citizens program were increased to 1
million from 820,000.

Beneficiaries
of allowance
programs

million was allocated for the welfare of
transgender community. An estimated 7,000
transgender people were directly benefited
through this program in the period. Recently, the
allocation for the tea-garden workers have been
increased to $1.8 million from $1.25 million.

4 million

senior citizens

1.4 million

widows, deserted
and destitute
women

Rehabilitation and
Social Empowerment

700,000

poor mothers

1 million
people with
disabilities

Livelihood of
Backward Communities
The government has taken a special program to
improve the living standards of disadvantaged
communities such as Dalit, Harijan and Bede. This
program is being implemented all over the
country. In addition, the government provides
special stipends to the students from these
communities. In 2018-2019, a total of $1.3
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There are rehabilitation programs to mitigate
risks, and to ensure basic education and
healthcare. They also focus on skill development
for
income
generating
activities.
The
government's Project Ashrayan-2 is projected to
rehabilitate 250,000 homeless families. A total of
178,957 families have been rehabilitated under
this project. Moreover, about $37.4 million was
disbursed under the Grihayan Tahabil (housing
fund) in 2018-2019. In total 78,561 houses have
been built, and 392,805 rural poor people have
directly benefitted.
One House One Farm initiative is a long-running
poverty alleviation model. The government has
been implementing the initiative in order to turn
each rural household into an economically
productive center. In total, 92,446 Village
Development Organizations (VDOs) have been
formed under the initiative. More than 20 million
people have benefitted through the VDOs.

04
Infrastructure
Boom

Power and Energy
To achieve the developmental goals of
Bangladesh
Vision
2021,
uninterrupted
development is vital. Nationally, there is an
increasing demand for electricity, oil, gas and
natural resources in agriculture, industry and
service sector - as well as in households. To meet
these constant demands, the government is
giving top priority to uninterrupted supply of
power and energy. Since 2009, the power and
energy sector has truly transformed. Constant
power outage, lack of natural gas supplies were
common sights before 2009. After 2009,
tightly-knit strategies for the power sector – at
generation, transmission and distribution stages were implemented with a vision to reach
24,000-megawatt (mw) production capacity by
2021.
In June 2019, the power generation capacity was
increased to 22,051 mw, almost four times that
of 2009. The number of power generation plants
is now 133, which were only 27 in 2009. In the
last ten years, power transmission lines were
increased by 3,650 circuit kilometers. Bangladesh
now has a power transmission network of 11,650

circuit kilometers. Since 2009, the government
increased the length of the distribution line for
generated power by 264,000 kms. Till July 7,
2019, Bangladesh has a power distribution
network of 524,000 kms. Currently, almost every
corner of Bangladesh has been covered. Almost
94% of the citizens now have access to power.

Power
generation
capacity:

22,501 MW
Natural gas
production:

2.75 billion
cubic ft

Number of
power plants:

133
Construction of
distribution line:

264,000 km

Construction of
transmission line:

3,650 circuit km
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To improve power distribution system, 15,870
prepaid meters have been installed by power
distribution companies. In addition, installation of
20 million smart-prepaid-meters is underway.
Moreover, due to the introduction of prepaid
meters, system loss has been significantly
reduced. The Power Division has set a target to
bring all large and medium consumers under the
prepaid meter coverage.
Since 2009, Bangladesh has increased its natural
gas production by 1 billion cubic ft. In 2018,
Bangladesh natural gas production stood at 2.75
billion cubic ft, from 1.74 billion cubic ft in 2009.
Since many of the power plants run on natural
gas, the production rise has resulted in increased
production of electricity. Currently, 27 gas fields
are in operation across the country. Bangladesh
has discovered four new gas fields. In nine years,
the country has doubled its fuel distribution
capacity - from 4 million metric ton in 2009, to
8.63 million metric ton in 2018.
To reduce the stress on natural gas consumption
at households; Bangladesh government is
encouraging the usage of LPG gas. In this context,
the government has created a competitive market

of LPG suppliers. It has also reduced the
12kg-LPG-cylinder price by 36%. Daily 500
million cubic ft gas is being supplied to national
grid from the newly-installed floating LNG
terminal in Maheshkhali. By the end of 2019, this
capacity will be doubled.
Since the ’90s, Bangladesh has been focusing on
renewable energy production. Since then, the
Bangladesh Rural Electrification Board (BREB) has
installed 51,364 Solar Home Systems (SHSs), 37
rooftop/hybrid type rooftop solar power plants,
40 solar-powered irrigation pumps, 14 Solar
Charging Station and 40Net Metering System. The
total capacities of the installed plants are about
13.31 MWp.
To achieve the goals of power production set by
the Power System Master Plan (PSMP) 2016, a
total of 53 projects (with 14,202 MW capacities)
are underway. Most of the new power plants will
initiate power generation by 2023. According to
PSMP 2016, the national power generation
capacity will be 24,000 MW by 2021, 40,000 MW
by 2030 and 60,000 MW by 2041.

Kutubdia wind turbines, Bangladesh's first wind power generation project
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Communication Infrastructure
The importance of infrastructure to economic
growth is reflected in the Bangladesh
Government's policy imperatives. Bangladesh
had a infrastructure deficit. The Awami
League-led government realized the problem. It
realized that, along with directly contributing to a
country’s gross domestic product (GDP), it is this
resultant increase in productivity that drives the
economy forward. The government policies have
outlined that a positive effect of infrastructure on
output, productivity and long-term growth rates.
Against this backdrop, Bangladesh has started
investing in infrastructure to ensure that all
factors facilitating other investment and growth
are in place. Investing in infrastructure has been
a priority for the government. From a low 1.2% of
GDP in 2010, spending on infrastructure has
steadily increased to 2% of GDP in 2019.

Roads
In order to develop a modern transport and
communication system, a total of 178
development projects have been included in the
Action Plan of Roads and Highways Department
for 2018-2019. With an aim to make roads safe
for the commuters, a road design is being
implemented through identifying the accident
black spots on the national highways. The
intensity of road accident has been reduced due
to proper maintenance of road and straightening
of road alignment. ‘Improvement of Road Safety
at Black Spots in National Highways’ project has
been implemented for the treatment of 121
identified black spots. It is a preventive measure
against accidents at the accident-prone areas on
the national highways.

Initiatives for
road safety:

“National Road
Safety Action
Plan 20172020”
has been
formulated.

A total of
70,646
professional
drivers have
been provided
training.

242,440 sets of
the RFIDs have
been affixed to
various vehicles.

In 2018-2019, a total of
325,150 sets Retro
Reflective Number Plates
and Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) tags
have been produced.

A total of 335,913
Smart Card
Driving Licenses
have been
distributed.
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There are 38 on-going train services in
Bangladesh. 1,135.23 kilometers of railway line,
644
bridges,
117
station
buildings,
modernization of signaling system at 90 stations,
rehabilitation of signaling system at 9 stations,
430 passenger coaches and 277 wagons have
been rehabilitated. 46 (20 MG, 26 BG)
locomotives, 270 passenger coaches, 20 sets of
DEMUs, 516 freight wagons and 30 brake vans
have been procured to improve rolling stock fleet.
127 new train services have been included in
different routes.

Railways

Water Transport

The improvement of rail communication and
transport services has been incorporated as a
priority area in the national plans (such as the 7th
Five-Year Plan and the Perspective Plan for
Vision-2021). The budget allocation for the
development of the railway has been increased
significantly. Bangladesh Railway has around
2,955 kms of network, connecting all major
points in 44 districts.

Achievement records of
Bangladesh Railway
(since 2009):
Construction of 330 km
railway line

Padma Multipurpose Bridge –
the Signature Mega Project

Setting up 295 bridges,
91 new station
buildings

With over 81% of the work completed, the largest
and the longest infrastructure undertaking in
Bangladesh –Padma Multipurpose bridge– is set
to become a landmark of progress. A self-funded
project worth $3.65 billion, the bridge site is to
get it open for traffic. The bridge has been
designed by considering the treats of climate
change. It is capable of standing against future
floods and earthquakes. This mega project is a
symbol of hope, and a change of fate for 30
million people in southern Bangladesh.

248.50 km railway line
converted into Dual
Gauge
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In order to achieve an overall economic
development of the country, providing modern
port
management,
ensuring
safe
and
uninterrupted shipping, developing human
resources and providing efficient water transport
services, is imperative. A total of 23 development
projects were recently rolled out by Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Authority (BIWTA). In
addition, by operating 177 vessels Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Corporation is working to
provide reasonable and service oriented
developed transport system. To improve the
service quality, Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation (BIWTC) has constructed
19 ferries, 2 inland passenger vessel, 12 water
bus, 4 sea-truck, 4 container transport vessels
and overall 41 commercial marine vessels. In
addition, 12 ancillary marine vessels (including
pantoons), i.e. in total 53 marine vessels, are
deployed for service.

05
Agriculture and
Food Security

Bangladesh secured 4th position
in rice production in the world.
Bangladesh secured 3rd position
in vegetable production in the
world.
28 million farmers received
Agriculture Input Assistance Card.

Agriculture
Bangladesh’s
agriculture
sector
plays
instrumental
role
in
ensuring
increased
agricultural production and sustainable food
security for the people. It also plays contributory
role in fast tracking country’s economic growth
and progress. One of the biggest achievements in
Bangladesh agriculture sector is its ability to
secure food for its 160 million people. Under the
visionary leadership of Honorable Prime Minister
(HPM) Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has witnessed a
strong headway in agricultural development
leading to long term food security. The
government determined to develop the overall
agriculture sector aligning the goals set out in the
Seventh Five Year Plan, Delta Plan 2100,
Perspective Plan 2041, National Agriculture
Policy, National Food Policy and Action Plan for
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Timely policy reforms, interventions, and
investments in agricultural research facilitated
the progress of green revolution which resulted
in the adoption of high-yielding crop varieties
combined with better irrigation infrastructure,
more efficient market institutions, and

584 modern varieties of different
crops and 442 production
technologies developed since
2009.

mechanization. The annual output of rice, the
staple grain of Bangladeshis, is at its highest in
recent years. The rice production was some 36.5
million metric ton in 2019, which recorded a
growth of 25% since 2008.
The Bangladeshi consumers have immensely
benefitted from the phenomenal growth in rice
output. Even with limited arable land, the rice
productivity increase has ranked Bangladesh 4th
position in rice production in the world. Scientific
research on rice cultivation has led to the release
of 109 varieties of rice in Bangladesh. Along with
rice, Bangladesh has become one of the leading
producers of vegetables in the world. Strides in
the agricultural sector has been possible due to
impactful interventions such as the provision of
Agriculture Input Assistance Card to more than 28
million farmers and development of some 442
new production technologies during last decade.
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Total Rice Production
(million metric ton)

Vegetable Production
(million metric ton)

36.46

15.95

28.93

2.9

2008 2019

Agricultural Subsidy
Allocation
$462
million

2009 2018

Agricultural Credit
Disbursement ($ billion)
2.6

$1.1
billion

1.1

2008
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2019

2008 2019

Food Security
Over the last decade, there has been an
increasing trend in food production. In 2019, food
grain production stood at 41.6 million metric ton.
Food grain storage is a challenging area where
impactful strides have been made to benefit both
the farmers and the consumers. Storage plays an
important role at various stages of food
management and operations, and is an integral
part of the food security system. Currently food
grain storage capacity is 2.2 million metric ton at
government level. Additional 8 silos, which are
under construction, will rapidly increase the grain
storage capacity to 2.7 million metric ton by
2020. This is an achievement of unprecedented
86% decadal increase of grain storage capacity in
Bangladesh.
Moreover, $2.6 billion was disbursed up to June
2018, which was 105% of the target. Along with
the scaling up of productivity, subsidy in
agriculture sector was increased and the
coverage of agricultural credit was enhanced by
the Awami League led government. Under the

umbrella of food security program, distribution of
free food, food for work, food-friendly program,
open market sell, and test relief programs are
being implemented by the government over the
last decade. Moreover, digital technology-based
programs have been taken up to improve the
monitoring and data management capacity of the
Ministry of Food.
Even with the reduction of cultivable land,
agricultural production has increased due to
policy
interventions
and
technological
advancements. The Sixth Five-Year Plan
(2011-2015) aimed at raising agricultural
productivity,
fostering
diversification
and
boosting
rural
infrastructure
has
been
superseded by the Seventh Five-Year Plan
(2016-20) to focus on developing the crop
sub-sector to raise rural income and generate
employment opportunities for poor rural people.
The Seventh Five-Year Plan ensures food and
nutritional security, sustainable intensification
and
diversification
of
climate
resilient
agricultural
production
with
increased
commercialization and livelihood improvement
through technological innovations.

41.33 41.57

Food Grain
Production
(million
metric ton)

31.12

2008 2018 2019

$2.37 billion allocated for agriculture and
food security in fiscal year 2019-2020.
More than 100,000 farmers were
trained on fruit cultivation through
horticulture centers.

Budget
Allocation
for
Agriculture

$2.4
billion

20182019

$2.6
billion

20192020

Food grain storage capacity increased
to 2.15 million metric ton.
Bangladesh earned $673.70 million
in 2018 exporting agriculture
commodities.
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06
Environmental
Protection and
Climate Change
Preparedness

Protection of
Environmental and
Water Resources
Snapshot of Environment
Protection by Bangladesh
Accounts for only 0.35% of global
emissions.
6th most vulnerable to natural disasters
due to climate change.
Has pledged an unconditional 5%
greenhouse gas emissions cut by 2030.
With financing and technology support
from advanced economies, Bangladesh
will cut emissions by 15%.
Bangladesh’s climate change adaptation
financing between 2015 and 2030 will
cost some $42 billion.
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Proportion of
Wastewater Safely
Treated
Under the Environmental Rules 1997, Bangladesh
has regulations in place for safe disposal of
wastewater. But many industries do not have
wastewater treatment facilities to comply with
the set standards under these rules. Among the
urban areas, only Dhaka city has wastewater
treatment facility, serving only 20% of the city.
The relocation of polluting tanneries from
Hazaribag to Savar has been completed this year.
This shifting was necessitated due to heavy
pollution of Buriganga river from tannery wastes
in Hazaribag. It is the first example of shifting an
entire industrial unit in order to save a river from
industrial pollution. A central ETP has been
established at Savar which will treat the effluents
before discharging into the nearby Dhaleswari
river.

Level of Water Stress

upon formula for ten-day periods from January
to May every year. A Joint Committee is
responsible for implementing the arrangements
contained in this Treaty. The Committee is also
responsible for examining any difficulty related
to the operation of the Farakka Barrage. Any
dispute, if not resolved by the Joint Committee,
shall be referred to the Indo-Bangladesh Joint
Rivers Commission.

The Halda River
Restoration Project

Bangladesh is endowed with rich water
resources. According to the Planning Commission,
the proportion of total water resources used in
Bangladesh was 2.9% in 2010. Based on the
National Water Plan Phase II, the internal
renewable water resources are estimated at 105
km³/year, which includes 84 km³ of surface water
and 21 km³ of groundwater.
Annual cross-border river flows that also enter
groundwater are estimated at 1105 km³, which
represents over 90% of the total renewable water
resources. Total water withdrawal in 2008 was
estimated at about 35.9 km³, of which 88% was
used by agriculture, 10% by municipalities and 2%
by industries. About 79% of the total water
withdrawal comes from groundwater, and only
21% from surface water.

Trans-boundary Water
Cooperation
Bangladesh has 57 trans-boundary rivers. It
shares 54 rivers with India and 3 rivers with
Myanmar. Among these rivers, it has treaty for
Ganges River which was signed in 1996 and
effective till 2027. According to the treaty, the
quantum of waters agreed to be released by India
to Bangladesh will be on the basis of an agreed

Halda river in Chattogram is an important
riverine ecosystem of the country. It is the only
tidal freshwater river where major Indian carps
spawn naturally. The fish egg collection has been
dropping rapidly in recent years due to
deterioration of the ecosystem as a result of
various human activities such as water
abstraction for irrigation, illegal fishing, sand
mining of river beds, and industrial pollution.
Recently, the Prime Minister’s Office has formed a
committee to restore the river. All concerned
agencies and local government bodies have been
directed to take necessary steps to restore the
river. Measures such as stopping sand lifting from
the river, plying of mechanized boats, lowering
the rubber dams, ban on fishing in a river stretch
(to save the broodfish) and raising the local
people’s awareness, have been underway. As a
result of such steps, 2018 was a record year for
fish egg collection in Halda.
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Climate Change Adaptation
Number of deaths,
missing persons and
directly affected persons
attributed to disasters
per 100,000 populations
stands at 12,881.

The Ministry of Disaster
Management and Relief
(MoDMR) has prepared
Disaster Risk Reduction
Strategies of Bangladesh
(2016-2020) in line with
the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction
2015-2030.

Bangladesh has a long
history of natural
disasters. Between 1980
and 2008, it experienced
219 natural disasters,
causing over $16 billion
in total damage.

Bangladesh is exposed to severe environmental
hazards like river erosion, cyclones, droughts,
tornadoes, and cold waves. In addition, climate
change
could
substantially
increase
the
frequency and intensity of existing climatic
events. The impacts of climate change are visible
in Bangladesh in the form of temperature
extremes, erratic rainfalls, intensified floods,
droughts, and the prevalence of rough weather in
the Bay of Bengal. The main disasters affecting
Bangladesh are floods, cyclones, tornadoes and
earthquakes.
The number of deaths, missing persons and
directly affected persons attributed to disasters
per 100,000 populations now stands at 12,881
with a target of 6500 by 2020 and 1500 by 2030
– in order realize the SDG targets. Given the track
record of Bangladesh in disaster management,
this target will not be difficult to achieve. The
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief
(MoDMR) has prepared the Disaster Risk
Reduction Strategies of Bangladesh (2016-2020),
which is in line with the internationally acclaimed
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.
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In facing the climate change scenarios,
Bangladesh is well prepared with a number of
climate change related strategies and action
plans. Through the Bangladesh Climate Change
Trust Fund (BCCTF), around $329 million have
been disbursed over last 8 years in climate
change adaptation. The revision of the
Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action
Plan (BCCSAP) and preparation of National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) is currently underway.
International cooperation and funding for climate
change have also been forthcoming. Bangladesh
has received support from the Green Climate
Fund (GCF) for two projects in 2018.

Bangladesh Climate
Change Strategy and
Action Plan (BCCSAP)
BCCSAP (2009-2018) is the key national plan for
climate change. It is also the basis for climate
investment in Bangladesh. BCCSAP provides an
overall framework for action. It recognizes the
need for adaptation by highlighting the
government’s willingness to follow a low carbon
pathway
towards
achieving
development.
BCCSAP is a strategy for aligning investments
with climate change objectives. Six thematic
areas with 44 programs (and 145 actionable
measures) have been identified within these
thematic areas.
A roadmap for developing the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) was prepared in 2015.
Institutional arrangements the NAP process have
been set up through the formulation of an
Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee, a Technical
Advisory Committee and a core NAP formulation
team. In terms of current work, both UNDP and
GIZ are supporting the GoB in developing the
National Adaptation Plan.

The thematic areas of
Bangladesh Climate Change
Strategy and Action Plan
(BCCSAP) are:
Food Security, Social
Protection and Health
Comprehensive
Disaster Management
Infrastructure
Research and Knowledge
Management
Mitigation and Low
Carbon Development
Capacity Building and
Institutional Strengthening
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Climate Change and
Gender Action Plan
(CCGAP)
The underlying principle of the ccGAP (2013) is
the
transformative
nature
of
gender
interventions. ccGAP will also enhance the
effectiveness and efficiency of climate change
and socio-economic development responses. The
development of ccGAP followed a participatory
process that included in-country meetings,
stakeholder
consultations
(involving
representatives
from
several
ministries/
government departments, civil society, academia,
research
institutions,
local
NGOs
and
international organizations), review of several
key secondary sources (such as reports,
publications, websites, surveys and in-person
interviews).
The Government of Bangladesh has prepared and
enacted the Climate Change Trust Act 2010 to
redress the adverse impacts of climate change.
Bangladesh is the first country to set up a trust
fund, which was named ‘Bangladesh Climate
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Change Trust Fund’, to create a national resource
for climate change investments. Bangladesh
Climate Change Resilience Fund (BCCRF) was
created mainly by donors to provide funding for
climate change management - specifically for
primarily adaptation and mitigation.

National Determined
Contributions (NDC)
The National Determined Contributions (NDC),
formerly the Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution (INDC), lays out adaptation and
mitigation strategies to increase climate
resilience. Bangladesh’s mitigation contribution
covers the power, transport and industry sectors.
Under a ‘business-as-usual’ scenario, GHG
emissions in Bangladesh in these sectors are
expected to represent 69% of total emissions by
2030. Bangladesh is committed to reduce the
GHG emissions in the three mentioned sectors.
The emission reduction will be done by 5% by
2030, using only domestic resources, or by 15%
by 2030, if appropriate support is received from
the developed countries.

Green Climate Fund
(GCF)

Sidr in 2007 and Aila in 2009 were quite lengthy.
People living within the polders had to suffer due
to water congestion during the lengthy
rehabilitation period. Such situations will become
more common as cyclones and floods occur more
frequently due to climate change.

In 2018, Bangladesh has received funding from
Green Climate Fund (GCF) for the Global Clean
Cooking Program. The program aims to remove
barriers for developing a sustainable market for
improved cooking stoves in Bangladesh. About
66% of Bangladesh’s population live in rural
areas, where women predominantly do the
cooking using traditional, wood fueled stoves.
Burning wood for cooking releases carbon
dioxide, methane and black carbon. It also leads
to deforestation and negative health impacts,
causing an estimated 46,000 casualties every
year. Currently only 3 to 5% of the households in
the country use improved cooking stoves.
The scaling up of investment in improved cook
stoves will increase demand and help extend the
existing supply chain. The project will provide
technical
assistance
to
support
partner
organizations and local entrepreneurs to produce
improved cooking stoves, raise awareness, and
carry out research and development of the
stoves. Total project investment is $82.2 million
out of which GCF grant will be $20 million. The
project has an estimated lifespan of 3.5 years.
Approximate number of beneficiaries is 17.6
million. The project is anticipated to avoid CO2
equivalent of 2.9 million tons.

Way Forward
Key Challenges
The country has invested heavily in disaster
management infrastructures such as flood
embankments, flood shelters, and cyclone
shelters. Due to the investment, the mortality
rate has fallen significantly in recent times.
However, many of such structures are suffering
from lack of proper operation and maintenance.
As a result, when disaster strikes the structures
fail
to
provide
adequate
protection.
Rehabilitation of these structures after a disaster
is also becoming a major problem due to
requirement of large funds. The time required to
rehabilitate the coastal polders after cyclones

Bangladesh is a signatory to the Paris Climate
Agreement. According to the agreement,
Bangladesh can expect adaptation funds from
industrialized countries. Significant funding will
be required to build a climate change induced
disaster resilient future for the country. Some
funding is being made through Green Climate
Fund of which Bangladesh has been a recipient in
recent times. In order to received and utilize such
highly competitive funds, the country needs to
build institutional capacity.
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07
Digital Bangladesh:
A Reality

Digital Transformation
Since 2009, Bangladesh has been
transforming service provision, education
and alternative employment creation for
its huge youth population. With the
promise to build a Digital Bangladesh by
the 2021, the current government has
already made transformative strides in
the ICT sector. Digital Bangladesh has
been ensuring every citizen to get prompt
public services. It has eliminated major
red tapes in most of the public service
procedures. In light of the progress, Digital
Bangladesh has brought services to
people’s doorsteps. With 5,275 digital
centers around the country, 160 million
mobile users and millions of state-trained
ICT professionals, the technological
advancement has put Bangladesh on the
world map. From a country which shied
away from being part a submarine cable
network in the 2000s, Bangladesh is now
an example of embracing
tech-for-development among developing
countries.

$1.8
billion

Budget for
ICT Sector

$26
million

$205
million

2008 2016 2019
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Services

5,275

Digital Centers
for e-services

422

million services provided
through Digital Centers

“999”

National Emergency Call
Center is fully-functional

“333”

Call Centre for Information
is fully-functional

6,000

calls per month in
Agriculture Call Center

There is another call center, 333, which provides
information about government offices/ officers,
tourist attractions, and redressal of different
social problems. 333 started its journey with the
motto “Government information and services,
anytime”. Government has been focusing on
strengthening the governance system of its
administration. In this context, an online
grievance system has been introduced. Currently,
citizens can call 333 to redress their problems in
getting public services. From agriculture to the
judicial system, Bangladesh has been digitizing
various public services through initiatives like
the agriculture call center, e-Court system, e-Land
services and e-Mutation. These services are
available at the digital centers across the country.

In 2017, Bangladesh has launched a toll-free
national emergency helpline, 999. The service is
open round the clock. It can be availed at even
zero-balance from any mobile phone. Till
November 2018, 1.3 million calls were
responded. The helpline had started with three
services: crime/accident-related service, fire
service and ambulance service. Now, the number
of services has increased. Issues like cybercrime,
violence against women and children, child
marriage, and narcotics have been added.

The government has established 5275 digital
centers at each union - the lowest tier of
Bangladesh’s local government. These centers
provide 200 types of services to people in rural
areas. These centers provide services to more
than 4 million people every month. The centers
are also a hub for local IT entrepreneurs. The
entrepreneurs, mostly youth, are getting trained
through virtual classes. They are doing business
and helping locals pursue public services online.
More than 12,000 entrepreneurs are currently
involved in the digital centers.
Bangladesh has also turned its post offices into
e-centers. 8,500 post offices are now providing
the rural people opportunity to browse the
internet, transfer remittance, see academic
results, and fill-up application forms.
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e-Education

170,000

7.5

200,000

158,984

353,670

291,700

Multimedia
classrooms

million

Teachers

Registered in
Muktopath

Teachers
registered on
Teacher’s Portal

Teenagers are
connected in
‘Konnect’

Students

Bangladesh is providing quality education to
achieve the goals of Vision 2021 and the
Sustainable Development Goals. The e-education
system has been moving towards achieving the
goals.
The
establishment
of
multimedia
classrooms at educational institutions and the
creation of digital contents by the teachers are
important measures in the education sector. More
than 170,000 educational institutions have been
provided with multimedia classrooms. It inspired
around 10,000 institutions to install multimedia
classrooms themselves. Around 90% of schools
are now connected online through the multimedia
classroom management system.
More than 7.5 million students are benefitting
from these classrooms, and around 210,000
teachers are connected in this system. There are
1,054 model contents uploaded in this system.
Students can download and study the model
contents. These contents are completely free for
every student. The government has launched an
e-learning platform called ‘Muktopath’ where
general students, wage earners, service holders
and marginalized people can avail more than
1,200 contents from 77 e-learning courses. The
system is targeted to spread education and
learning to every aspect of the society.
Muktopath has the capacity of 158,984 students
for now.
To encourage the creativity in adolescents, the
government has launched another platform
called ‘Konnect’ - where minors and teenagers
can read books and graphic novels/comics, and
watch and upload movies. The users can also
solve problems related to science, cybercrimes,
safety and health issues.
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Internet Connectivity
The number of internet users in Bangladesh has
grown at an astonishing rate. In 2006, there were
only 1.5 million internet users in the country.
Now, the number has gone up to 94.5 million.
Bangladeshis use a range of mediums for
accessing the internet, including mobile internet,
wireless broadband and fixed broadband
facilities. Of the three types, mobile internet is
the most pervasive with nearly 94% of the users.

Internet Users

2006

1.5 million

2019

89 million

Cellular Connectivity
99% people and 95% geographic area of
Bangladesh have been brought under mobile
telecommunications service coverage. For the
first time, the three districts of Chittagong Hill
Tracts (Khagrachari, Bandarban and Rangamati)
have also been brought under mobile network.
The number of mobile phone users has also risen

exponentially in the last ten years. There are now
more than 160 million mobile users in
Bangladesh, which was only 20 million in 2006.
The teledensity has exponentially increased to
98.6%, which was 34.5% in 2008. To ensure the
latest mobile technology for the people, the
Government of Bangladesh has launched 4G/LTE
(fourth-generation/long term evolution) mobile
technology. Bangladesh is moving towards 5G
mobile
technology.
The
experimental
transmission for 5G has already been inaugurated
in 2018.

Teledensity

Cellular
Users

34.5%

98.6%

2008

2019

2006

20 million

2019

160 million

Outsourcing
The country has seen a rapid rise in the
outsourcing, owing to the robust measures to
equip the youth force with IT skills.
Internationally, Bangladesh has reached the
league of top ten IT outsourcing destinations in
the world.
According to the Oxford Internet Institute,
Bangladesh is the second-largest source of online
support - majorly focused on software
development, creative-multimedia support, and
sales-marketing support. Tech in Asia, a
renowned
technology
website,
ranked
Bangladesh the 7th (among 186 countries) most
popular destinations for outsourcing. According
to the latest estimates, there are over half a
million registered freelancers in Bangladesh. The
outsourcing manpower is rapidly increasing.
Bangladesh Government has a target to earn $5
billion from the ICT sector in 2021.

Bangabandhu-1 Satelite

Launched on
11th May,
2018
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ICT Training
Bangladesh is building a workforce of highly skilled ICT professionals, who can help in
implementing the Digital Bangladesh strategy by 2021. The government has been
training youths and women through different projects and programs.

ICT Projects and
Programs

ICT
Essentials

10,585 people received Top-Up IT training.

$10 million earned
through exporting
softwares.

20,369 people received ICT foundation

training.

1,688 people attended the advanced Fast

Track Future Leader program.

5,120 people received professional
outsourcing training.
20,000 women received Basic IT Literacy

Training.
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400 softwares and ICT
services exported to 60
countries.

08
En Route to Achieving
the Sustainable
Development Goals

SDG Update

SDG 1: End Poverty

Bangladesh has been applauded by the global
development community for its outstanding
performance in attaining the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). Moreover, the
country has been an active participant in
formulating the 2030 Global Development
Agenda (SDGs). It has embraced the SDGs through
inclusion of the 17 Global Goals into its National
Development Plan.
The SDGs have been included in the national
plans - such as the 7th Five Year Plan (7FYP), the
Delta Plan 2100 and the Perspective Plan 2041.
Other activities such as analysis of data gap,
completion
of
financing
needs
analysis,
formulation of the National Plan of Action
Development and Monitoring Framework for
SDGs, have already been undertaken. These are
important building blocks to achieve the SDGs. A
study conducted by the Planning Commission
reveals that Bangladesh would need additional
investment of $928 billion (or $66 billion on
annual basis) to achieve SDGs.

The progress on reducing extreme poverty,
measured by $1.90 a day or by national poverty
line, is on track. Similarly, the progress on
expanding coverage of social protection and
proportion of government expenditure on
services (health, education and social protection)
as share of total government expenditure are also
on track. The incidence of headcount poverty is
21.8%, which was 40% in 2008. And, the extreme
poverty rate is 11.3%, which was 17.6% in 2010.
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SDG 2: End Hunger
The progress on reducing stunting in children,
which stood at 36.1% in 2014, is on track with the
ongoing rate of reduction. Similarly, the progress
on reducing wasting, which stood at 14.3%, is also
on track. Several specific programs have been
adopted to address hunger and nutrition related
issues. These include: introduction of nutrition
fortified
rice,
distribution
of
iron-folic
supplementation among pregnant women and
adolescent girls, vitamin-A distribution for
children, deworming, salt iodization, maternity
leave for mothers, and implementation of water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) programs.

SDG 3: Healthy Lives
and Well-being
The child related indicators; namely, under-5
mortality rate (31 per thousand live births) and
neo natal mortality rate (17 per thousand live
births); have already reached their 2020 targets
ahead of time. The number of births attended by
skilled personnel has increased from 9.5% in
1994 to 53% in 2017. The proportion of births
attended by skilled health personnel is targeted
to increase to 65% in 2020.

Maternal
Mortality
Ratio

216

172

(per 100,000
live births)

2010

2017

Under-five
mortality
rate

47

31

2010

2017

(per 1,000
live births)
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Bangladesh has
made progress
in reducing the
proportion of
stunted children.
It declined from
60% in 1996 to
36% in 2014.

SDG 4: Inclusive and
Equitable Quality Education
The UNESCO Gender Parity Index (GPI), a
socioeconomic index to measure access to
education of males and females, had exceeded
the score of 1 at primary and secondary levels of
education. It has since remained above 1 for
more than a decade. The GPI for tertiary
education reached its peak at 0.737 in 2014 and
then declined to 0.71 in 2017. Concerted efforts
are needed to reverse the direction of change in
tertiary GPI. The proportion of primary school
teachers with DPAD/C-in-Ed degree has been
rising (reached 80% of total teachers in 2015).
The government has continued to implement
policies to: increase access to education, improve
quality of education, reduce inequality in
education, and leverage on knowledge in science
and technology.

SDG 5: Gender Equality and
Women Empowerment
In 2017, the proportion of women aged 20-24
years who were married before age 15 years
stood at 10.7% and the proportion before age 18
years was 47%. The mentioned indicators of child
marriage showed some decline over time. The
women bear significantly greater burden of
unpaid domestic-caregiving work. On average,
about a quarter of women’s daily time is spent on
such work. In Bangladesh, the proportion of
female members in the Parliament has been
increasing over time. It has reached to 21% in
2017.

According to the
UNESCO Global Gender
Gap Index 2017 - of
the seven countries in
South Asia Bangladesh ranks the
highest in reducing
gender gap.

SDG 6: Clean Water
and Sanitation
Bangladesh’s success in achieving the water
related MDGs is well recognized. Honorable
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is in the United
Nations and the World Bank convened High-Level
Panel on Water (HLPW). In Bangladesh, currently
87% of the population has access to safe water
sources. 61% of the population has access to safe
sanitation.

For sustainable management of water resources,
two key initiatives, related to Target 6.3
(improvement of water quality) and Target 6.6
(protection of water ecosystem), are worthy of
highlighting. One is the Hazaribag tannery
industries relocation to Savar, in order to improve
the degraded water quality of Buriganga river.
Another is the preservation of the Halda river
ecosystem; in which sustainable efforts have
been taken, which have resulted in increased fish
egg collection.

SDG 7: Affordable,
Reliable, Sustainable
and Modern Energy
Bangladesh is moving steadfastly towards
ensuring access of 100% households to electricity
- well ahead of the target time in 2025. It has
already reached 93% electrification. The slow
increase in renewable energy, along with the fast
increase in non-renewable energy, has posed a
serious challenge. The energy efficiency in the
country appears to have been improving. The
government’s policies to ensure reliable energy
supply mark yet another effort to achieve SDG 7.

Proportion of population
with access to electricity

2010

55%

2016

76%

2019

93%
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SDG 8: Sustained, Inclusive
and Sustainable Economic
Growth and Decent Work

The proportion of population covered by mobile
network is nearly 100%. In terms of 3G
technology, the 2020 target has already been
achieved in 2017.

SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
Bangladesh has made remarkable progress in the
average annual growth rate, which has crossed
the 8% mark. The economic growth, coupled with
slower population growth, has led to increasing
per capita GDP growth. The country is nearly on
track to achieve the 2020 target.

Per Capita
National
Income

GDP
Growth
Rate

$757

$1,909

2010

2019

6.5%

8.1%

2008

2019

SDG 9: Resilient
Infrastructure, Sustainable
Industrialization and
Innovation
The road density (per 100 square kilometers)
increased from 14.41 kms in 2010 to 14.61 kms
in 2017. Upgradation of existing roads - by
constructing additional lanes - has been an
imperative policy of infrastructure development
in recent years. The share of manufacturing value
added in GDP has increased significantly exceeding the 2020 milestone in 2016-2017. The
international
support
for
infrastructure
development has also been gradually increasing.
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The government has been following a pro-poor
inclusive development strategy. The strategy
combines acceleration of economic growth, and
reduction of poverty and inequality. According to
recent survey by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS), the income inequality has increased but
the middle class has also significantly grown.
Bangladesh approved the Expatriates’ Welfare
and Overseas Employment Policy 2016, with a
view to ensure safe migration and protection
their
families.
The
official
development
assistance and foreign direct investment has also
seen increasing trend.

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities
and Communities
Bangladesh is an urbanizing country. However, it
is still lowly urbanized, with an estimated 35% of
the population living in urban areas in 2016.
Bangladesh has some 570 urban centers, of
which Dhaka is the primate city. Chattagram,
Khulna, Rajshahi and Sylhet are other
metropolitan areas, along with 25 towns, with a
population of over 100,000. There has been a
significant improvement in the quality of housing
in recent years as evident.
Bangladesh has significantly reduced its disaster
vulnerability. It is considered a global leader in
coastal resilience, due to its long-term
investments in protecting lives in disaster-prone
areas. Despite these efforts, the vulnerability of
the coastal population has been daunting due to
climate change.

SDG 12: Sustainable
Consumption and
Production Patterns
Food loss and waste is a matter of grave concern
- especially in developing countries like
Bangladesh. Food loss occurs due to problems in
harvesting,
storage,
packing,
transport,
infrastructure or market/price mechanisms. Food
that is fit for human consumption (but is not
consumed because it is left to spoil or is
discarded by retailers and consumers) is usually
categorized as food waste. It also happens due to
climatic conditions. An estimated 10% of the
crop-productivity in Bangladesh is lost during
post-harvest operations. About 5.5% of the total
procured food is wasted - of which 3% is wasted
at during procurement, 1.4% during serving, and
another 1.1% during consumption.

SDG 13: Climate Action
Number of deaths and directly affected persons
attributed to disasters per 100,000 population
have fallen over the years. It stands at 12,881,
with a target of 6500 by 2020 and 1500 by
2030. The Ministry of Disaster Management and
Relief has prepared Disaster Risk Reduction
Strategies of Bangladesh (2016-2020), in line
with
internationally
acclaimed
Sendai
Framework.
In facing the climate change scenarios,
Bangladesh is well prepared with a number of
climate change related policies and action plans.
Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 has been formulated
primarily to address climate change adverse
impacts, and to simultaneously ensure the
availability of water for multi-purpose usage.

Bangladesh Disaster
Risk Reduction
Strategies (2016-2020)
has been formulated in
line with the
international Sendai
Framework.
Bangladesh Delta Plan
2100 has been
formulated to address
the adverse impacts of
climate change.
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SDG 14: Life Below Water
Bangladesh has recently gained a vast swath of
marine
territory
through
international
arbitration. This marine area is rich in
biodiversity and natural gas resources. The
exploitation of natural gas may pose grave
danger to the biological resources. Recently, two
marine territories have been declared as
protected areas: one targeting Hilsa fishes’
breeding ground and other targeting Cetaceans.
The overall protected area now stands at 2.05% of
the total marine area. As a result of recent
protection, major success has been achieved in
Hilsa fish production – which has almost double
in last 15 years.

SDG 15: Life on Land
The forest coverage of Bangladesh stands at
17.5%, which is planned to increase to 20% by
2020. Increasing tree density is therefore a major
target under 7th Five Year Plan. In order to
protect its very rich tropical bio-diversity, the
country has taken major steps. The steps to
protect
biodiversity
include
continuing
moratorium on tree felling, declaring Ecologically
Critical
Areas
(ECAs),
creating
special
bio-diversity zones and creating two vulture safe
zones.

SDG 16: Peace, Justice and
Strong Institutions
The number of victims of intentional homicide
reduced significantly in Bangladesh. The number
of victims of human trafficking also declined
more than the average rate. If the current
average performance continues, majority of the
SDG targets of Goal 16 will be achieved ahead of
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the estimated timeframe. To build accountable
institutions and combat corruption in public
service, the government has been implementing
various governance related initiatives. Some
initiatives
are:
the
Annual
Performance
Agreements (APAs), the Citizen Charters, the
National Integrity Strategy (NIS), and the
Grievance Redress System (GRS) for the social
protection programs.

SDG 17: Global Partnership
for Sustainable Development
Majority of the indicators suggest that
remarkable progress in SDG implementation has
already been made. Moreover, the progress
seems to be on track to achieve the SDGs. Inflow
of foreign direct investment in Bangladesh has
been on a record high. Bangladesh has won
several international awards for various
initiatives including the ones on climate change
and the ICT. Bangladesh is taken a lead role at
various international and regional platforms such
as the High-Level Panels at the United Nations
and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC).
Bangladesh acknowledges that fact that in order
to overcome some of the challenges, and to
achieve the SDGs, concerted efforts needs to be
made together globally.

Key Challenges
Despite impressive country performance by
Bangladesh there are challenges, especially in the
areas of resource mobilization. These challenges
need to be tackled in order to implement the
required interventions to achieving the SDG
targets. Available estimates indicate that
domestic resource mobilization potential is yet to
be realized. A large part of the population still
remains outside the tax net. Although number of
tax payers increased significantly in the recent
years, about double the size still remains outside
the tax net. Capacity building involves large
amount of financial resources that is hard to
mobilize.
Mobilizing external resources is also posing
challenges in implementing programs towards
achieving the SDG targets. Moreover, graduating
to the developing country status will pose
additional challenges in future in terms of getting
grants and low interest loans. Remittance sources
are still undiversified. Skill issue with the
potential migrant workers requires substantial
attention. Access to power and gas, property
registration, intellectual property rights are
allegedly the leading factors hampering foreign
investment growth. The government’s 100
Economic Zones initiative is expected to
accelerate FDI inflows in the country.
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Conclusion
The world is transforming at speeds almost
incomprehensible to the average mind. Unlike
historical growth rates experienced in the past
centuries, it is now possible for developing
economies like Bangladesh to grow at 7, 8, 9, or
10 percent annually. This is because of the
enabling effect of a rapidly integrating global
economy. Provided an economy has some
competitive edge – and Bangladesh does - it can
basically grow as fast as it can invest and build
productive capacity. According to Klaus Schwab,
the founder and head of World Economic Forum,
the digital age will bring change “unlike anything
humankind has experienced before.” Properly
harnessing these global forces is enabling
Bangladesh to grow at higher rates that were
simply not possible before.
Bangladesh can feel justifiably proud of its
achievements in the fight against poverty. In the
early 1970s following independence poverty
was rampant with head-count poverty in the
range of 80%. In 2016 moderate poverty
declined to 24.3% while extreme poverty fell to
12.9%. This rapid progress in reducing poverty
has emboldened policy makers to aim to secure
the dream of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to free
Bangladesh of the incidence of poverty by 2041.
The progress with reduction in both moderate
and extreme poverty is impressive. Poverty
declined rapidly for population in both rural and
urban areas. Extreme poverty fell at a faster
pace than moderate poverty. The acceleration in
GDP growth has been the most important factor
underlying the rapid reduction in moderate and
extreme poverty in Bangladesh. Sustained rapid

GDP growth is essential for sustained poverty
reduction in the future.
The target is to eliminate extreme poverty by
2030, and by 2041 Bangladesh will be a highincome
country
with
absolute
poverty
approaching extinction. All citizens will be
guaranteed a minimum quality of life based on
employment income for all who seek work and
social protection benefits for the vulnerable
population who cannot participate in the labor
market owing to age and physical disabilities.
The National Social Security Strategy (NSSS)
recognizes the challenges of poverty eradication
and incorporates new strategies, programs and
policies that address them and make social
protection much more focused on the poor. The
importance of access to finance for poverty
reduction is well demonstrated by poverty
reduction experience in Bangladesh.
Agricultural growth has accelerated from less
than 2% per year during the first two decades
after independence to an average rate of about
4% per annum in last decade. Whereas
Bangladesh began its journey as a rice deficit
country, perennially dependent on food aid to
feed its population, that dire situation has been
turned around by Bangladesh’s toiling farmers
supported by effective policies of the
Government. With 70% of the population still
living in rural areas, rural development in the
future will be synonymous with a highly efficient
and productive agriculture.
Evidence shows considerable progress was made
in the primary health area. The adoption of

modern birth control practices has continued to
increase, and total fertility rate has continued to
decline. As a result, the population growth rate
has fallen further to around 1.2% and it is likely
that the population growth rate will be 1% by
2021. The increase in life expectancy to 72 years
in 2017, ahead of the target of 70 years set for
2021, suggests that basic health care and
nutrition standards required for survival have
exceeded the expectations of the policy makers.
Infant mortality rate further declined to
24/1000, in 2017. On balance the progress in
reducing infant mortality is solid.
Regarding maternal mortality rate, the progress
up to 2017 is a reduction from 216/100,000 in
2010 to 172/100,000. There are challenges in
the inadequate progress with tackling maternal
mortality. This requires urgent policy action.
Progress with improving child nutrition is
reflected in the reduction of wasting from 41% in
2010 to 33% in 2015. This is good progress and
is indicative of improved nutrition policy
adopted by the government. On a current trend
basis, the target of reducing to 33% wasting in
2021 will likely be achieved.
The global map is being altered at a much faster
rate than anticipated due to the disruption
created by digital infrastructure, artificial
intelligence, the Internet of Things, and
blockchain. Having driven growth with labor
advantage over last two decades, Bangladesh is
now riding over the technology, innovation and
digital opportunities to attain higher growth
acceleration to reach upper middle-income
status by 2030 - and to reach the advanced

economy status by 2041. The vision of "Digital
Bangladesh" has created an innovation economy
which focuses on the creation of knowledge, so
that the quality keeps going up and the cost
keeps going down, while causing less pollution
and creating high paying jobs in the local
economy. The development of ICT Division in the
Ministry of Post and Telecommunication has
increased emphasis on ICT led progression of the
economy.
The evidence from global experience, as well as
the experience from Bangladesh, suggests that
climate change is a real threat to global and
national level prosperity. With a population of
170 million crammed into a total space of 147
thousand square kilometers including rivers,
Bangladesh at around 1,200 people per square
kilometer, is the most densely populated country
in the world (excluding some small island
economies and the city states like Hong Kong
and Singapore). Owing to the deltaic formation of
the country, the configuration of the rivers and
climate change, Bangladesh has been ranked as
the 5th most vulnerable country among 171
countries in terms of risks from natural hazards.
The risk rating surges to the 3rd most natural
disaster risk prone country in the world, just
behind Philippines and Guatemala.
Rising temperature threatens to increase
monsoon rains causing river overflow and higher
incidence of flooding; temperature rise also
threatens to damage crops and contribute to
health problems. Tidal surge, salinity, flooding,
river erosion and cyclones are regular
occurrences in Bangladesh. These occurrences

pose a continuous challenge to food security for
the country and livelihood for a large part of the
rural population. The global attention to climate
change and the risks presented to Bangladesh
have caught the imagination of the policy
makers at the highest level and there is a much
more serious effort now underway to come to
grips with this long-term challenge. Bangladesh
participates actively in all global discussions on
climate change and is a signatory to all climate
change related global action programs.
Many laws and regulations have been enacted
over the years to protect the environment, and
programs and policies are in place to adapt and
mitigate the adverse effects of climate change.
To bring attention and highlight the importance
of climate change, the Ministry of Environment
and Forestry has been renamed to the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, in
May 2018.
An important breakthrough on the climate
strategy and policy front happened with the
adoption of the Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 in
September 2018. This is a comprehensive
strategy for managing the risks posed by the
deltaic formation of the country along with the
incidence of natural disasters and climate
change. Speedy implementation of the Delta Plan
will be a major input to the reduction of
climate-related vulnerabilities and will vastly
improve
the
prospects
for
sustained
development and poverty reduction.
The progress with disaster readiness and
disaster response continued to improve as
reflected in well-functioning early warning
systems and sharp reductions in loss of life and
injuries from natural disasters. This progress was

defined by the government’s implementation of
the National Disaster Management Plan
2010-15, the enactment of the National Disaster
Act in 2012 and the establishment of the new
Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief in
2012.
These important strategic and
institutional reforms brought in a major strategic
change in disaster management away from
emphasis on relief distribution to disaster
readiness.
The government started the development of the
blue economy in last 5 years. The port sector is
being developed and improved with the
construction of a new port in Patuakhali (Pyra
Port) that is expected to be fully operational by
the end of 2019. Additional developments in
marine fisheries sector particularly with respect
to conservation and sustainable exploitation
have been undertaken. Temporary ban on fishing
in a certain period of the year is being imposed
for several years now to allow breeding and
recruitment of important fishes, specifically
Hilsa fishes. In order to carry out regular fish
stock assessment, the Department of Fisheries
has procured a survey vessel. It is expected that
stock assessment survey will be initiated soon.
Recently the National Oceanographic Research
Institute (NORI) has been founded for coastal and
oceanic research.
Development economists have often referred to
Bangladesh as a poster-child of development
leaving behind the sobriquet of a “basket case”.
With all the technological breakthroughs and
churnings that will take place over the next 25
years, Bangladesh is set to pull another surprise
and join the ranks of HIC in the 2040s, propelled
by high growth in the 2020s and 2030s.
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