
ANNUAL REPORT 2021
CRI-YOUNG BANGLA



Annual Report 2021
CRI-Young Bangla



The Year 2021 for CRI and Young Bangla

Programs

Tribute to Joy Bangla Concert

‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’

Creative endeavors

Response to the Covid-19 pandemic

CRI publications

Policy magazine WhiteBoard

Youth and volunteerism

Vision 2021 Internship Program

Joy Bangla Youth Award 2021

Young Bangla’s collaborative endeavors

3

4

6

7

9

15

16

19

22

23

24

26

Table of content



Centre for Research and Information (CRI) is a 
youth-focused policy think-tank which aims to 
create a platform for public discussion on 
important matters of national policy in 
Bangladesh. CRI explores through 
people-centered debate, political ideas and 
policy reforms that will de�ne progressive 
politics and policies in a new, knowledge-driven 
Bangladesh. With a focus on youth engagement 
and democratized debate, CRI aims to bring 
politics closer to the people. CRI believes in the 
active participation of citizens in matters of 
national policy. By bridging the gap between 
people and politics, CRI strives to empower 
citizens, particularly youth and afford them a 
stake in their society. The organization 
generates quality research and data on opinions 
and views of people, especially young people in 
Bangladesh through creative, participatory 
methods. By doing so, the views of the people 
are given a platform which can in�uence policy 
decisions on both local and national level. 

About CRI



The year 2021 was earmarked as Mujib Year, the 
birth centenary of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the 
golden jubilee of Bangladesh’s independence. To 
mark the occasions, CRI released special 
publications, organized events on its online 
platforms.
     
CRI has been operating on work-from-home 
strategy from the very beginning of the 
pandemic in the earlier March 2020 in order to 
keep its staff safe from getting infected. In 2021, 
CRI completely adapted to work-from-home 
mode of operation.

In 2021, CRI and its youth platform Young Bangla 
organized a number of virtual events. Young 
Bangla has been organizing the Joy Bangla 
Concert on March 7 for six consecutive years 
commemorating the spirit of historic March 7, 
1971 by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
Due to the pandemic, the concert did not take 
place in 2021. However, Young Bangla celebrated 
the historic day and the concert through special 
programs on its social media platforms and on 
several national television channels.

CRI hosted a virtual discussion titled 
‘Shockwaves of Assassination: South Asia 1975’ 
in August. The discussion event was a part of CRI 
initiative to facilitate analytical discussion where 
the new generation, researchers and 
Bangladesh-observers get insights on the 
rami�cations of the assassination of Father of 

The year 2021 for
CRI and Young Bangla

the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
along with his family and colleagues during the 
early hours of August 15, 1975.

In 2021, CRI published a special publication tilted 
‘Bangladesh From Miracle to Model’ marking the 
50 years of independence which looks into 
Bangladesh’s �fty-years journey in terms of the 
socio-economic progress achieved by 
Bangladesh.

CRI published four issues of its quarterly policy 
magazine ‘WhiteBoard’ in 2021 which has 
created a lot of buzz in the policy-practitioner 
community. Alongside several development and 
policy-focused publications, CRI published a 
special publication on Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina titled ‘Hasina The Vision’. CRI also 
published two concluding episodes of 10-part 
graphic novel series ‘Mujib’.

Towards the end of the year, CRI-Young Bangla 
hosted the 5th edition of ‘Joy Bangla Youth 
Award’ which recognizes youth change-makers 
of Bangladesh. Young Bangla launched ‘Campaign 
on ‘Women’s Safety in Public Places’ in 
partnership with UNDP and National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) in 2020 which 
achieved signi�cant milestones in terms of its 
implementation and earned praise from different 
socio-cultural platforms.
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Engagement in 2021

Virtual
discussions
500,000+

Joy Bangla Youth
Award 2021
600,000+

Publications
15000+

WhiteBoard
magazine
10,000+

Graphic novel
‘Mujib’ 15,000+

Hasina:
A Daughter’s Tale
600,000+

Virtual
discussions
500,000+

Joy Bangla Youth
Award 2021
600,000+

Publications
15000+

WhiteBoard
magazine
10,000+

Joy Bangla Youth
Graphic novel
‘Mujib’ 15,000+

Joy Bangla Youth

Hasina:
A Daughter’s Tale
600,000+

Hasina:
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CRI organized a virtual discussion event titled 
‘Shockwaves of Assassination: South Asia 1975’ 
on August 17, 2021. The discussion event was a 
part of CRI initiative to facilitate analytical 
discussion where the new generation, 
researchers and Bangladesh-observers get 
insights on the rami�cations of the assassination 
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman along with his family and 
colleagues during the early hours of August 15, 
1975. The event re�ected on the darkest chapter 
that unfolded with the assassination which 
changed the course of politics in Bangladesh.

Veteran journalist of BBC News Sir Mark Tully, 
and Bangladesh’s State Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Md. Shahriar Alam MP joined the 
discussion moderated by social activist Aroma 
Dutta MP. Mark Tully was BBC’s Indian affairs 
correspondent during 1971. His coverage of the 
1971 Liberation War of Bangladesh on BBC Radio 
was the major source of authentic information to 
the freedom seeking Bengalis during that time. 
He had fond memories of interacting with 
Bangabandhu on several occasions.

Mark Tully recounted how he received the news 
of the brutal assassination of Bangabandhu while 

Shockwaves of Assassination:
South Asia 1975

working nightshift in BBC newsroom in London. 
Offering glimpse of the post-1975 scenario, Mark 
Tully said, “There were two different streams at 
work here: one stream was pro-western 
economic way, anti-socialist, anti-Indian, and 
also there was what I may call an Islamic stream 
as well, wanting to press Bangladesh into being 
more Islamic.” State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Md. Shahriar Alam MP said, the Indemnity 
Ordinance, passed to protect the assassins of the 
father of the nation, has no precedence in 
history. 

Programs
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Young Bangla, the youth platform of CRI, has been organizing the 
Joy Bangla Concert on March 7 for six consecutive years 
commemorating the spirit of historic speech of March 7, 1971 by 
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Young 
Bangla hosts the concert with a mix of entertaining and patriotic 
music from leading bands and singers of the country. Due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the concert did not take place in 2021. However, 
Young Bangla celebrated the historic day and the concert through 
special programs on its social media platforms and on national 
television channels. Popular rock band Cryptic Fate, Shunno, Lalon, 
Arbovirus, Chirkut, Artcell, Warfaze and Powersurge virtually 
connected to commemorate the historic day of March 7 and 
performed selected songs reminiscing the previous concert 
memories.

Tribute to
Joy Bangla Concert
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Acclaimed docudrama ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tal is CRI’s one of the 
historical projects, based on the life of Bangladesh’s Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Since its release in 2018, the docudrama 
has continued to inspire audiences around the world, receiving 
rave reviews in the national and international �lm circuits. The 
docudrama has been selected for screening at a number of 
prestigious international �lm festivals. Both national and 
international audience got the opportunity to watch it on 
television. ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ was released on 16 
November 2018 at the Star Cineplex in the capital’s Bashundhara 
City mall. The �lm was also run by Blockbuster Movie of the 
Jamuna Future Park, Modhumita Cinema Hall at Motijheel in 
Dhaka, and Silver Screen in Chattogram.

Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale
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Docudrama ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ was 
screened at multiple national and international 
�lm festivals in 2021. It was screened at the 51st 
edition of the International Film Festival of India 
(IFFI) held at Goa, India. The �lm festival was held 
between January 16 and January 21, 2021. The 
IFFI is one of the most signi�cant �lm festivals in 
Asia.

A special screening of ‘Hasina: A Daughter's Tale’ 
was held at Nandan Cinema Hall in the 3rd 
Bangladesh Film Festival 2021, Kolkata, India. 
The festival took place on February 5, 2021. The 
festival was organized commemorating the birth 
centenary of Bangladesh's Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the 
golden jubilee of Bangladesh's independence. 
‘Hasina: A Daughter's Tale’ deeply moved the 
audience in Kolkata since part of Sheikh Hasina's 
life was spent in India and that part was well 
portrayed there.

A special screening of ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ 
was held on December 10, 2021 at Youth Bangla 
International Film Festival 2021 in Dhaka. 
Marking the birth centenary of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and golden jubilee of Bangladesh’s 
independence, Youth Bangla Cultural Foundation 
has organized the weeklong �lm festival. The 
festival opened with the screening of Hasina: A 
Daughter’s Tale'.

Acclaimed docudrama ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tal is CRI’s one of the 
historical projects, based on the life of Bangladesh’s Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Since its release in 2018, the docudrama 
has continued to inspire audiences around the world, receiving 
rave reviews in the national and international �lm circuits. The 
docudrama has been selected for screening at a number of 
prestigious international �lm festivals. Both national and 
international audience got the opportunity to watch it on 
television. ‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ was released on 16 
November 2018 at the Star Cineplex in the capital’s Bashundhara 
City mall. The �lm was also run by Blockbuster Movie of the 
Jamuna Future Park, Modhumita Cinema Hall at Motijheel in 
Dhaka, and Silver Screen in Chattogram.
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‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale' 
screened on national and 
international televisions

‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ 
at national and 
international �lm festivals 
in 2021

‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ screened on national 
and international televisions throughout the 
year 2021. The docudrama was screened on the 
national TV channels on 17 May, 2021. May 17 is 
popularly known as ‘Hasina’s homecoming day’ 
in Bangladesh’s political discourse.

‘Hasina: A Daughter’s Tale’ was broadcast on 
several national and international TV channels 
between July and September 2021. The highly 
acclaimed docudrama was screened on 15 
August, 2021 marking the National Mourning 
Day. The docudrama was screened on Kolkata TV, 
India on 16 August and on national TV channels 
in Bangladesh on August 21. A number of 
national TV channels telecast ‘Hasina: A 
Daughter’s Tale’ on September 28, 2021 marking 
birth anniversary of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.



Graphic novel series ‘Mujib’, the �rst of its kind, 
tells the remarkable story of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with the new generation 
of readers in Bangladesh and beyond. ‘Mujib’ is a 
CRI initiative based on ‘The Un�nished Memoirs’ 
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The 
10-part graphic novel series depicts the political 
activism, ideology and political wisdom of 
Bangabandhu in a creative and youth friendly 
manner that also appeals to adults and comic 
enthusiasts alike. ‘Mujib’ series brings together 
the young Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the activist, 
the son, the husband, the mentee of Huseyn 
Shaheed Suhrawardy. The �rst episode of the 
series was launched on March 17, 2015. The 
series has gained immense popularity with 
countless young readers, creating a lasting 
impression, shaping their values and making 
them politically informed.

Graphic novel ‘Mujib’

Creative endeavors
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CRI unveiled the 8th episode of graphic novel 
series ‘Mujib’ on 7 February, 2021. Popular 
�ction writer and educationist Professor 
Muhammed Zafar Iqbal; artist and director Wahid 
Ibn Reza; cartoonist Syed Rashad Imam Tanmoy 
and singer Karishma Sanu Sovvota joined the 
virtual unveiling ceremony. Shibu Kumer Shill, 
creative editor of the graphic novel, moderated 
the event. The 8th episode highlights a young 
political activist Mujib, against the backdrop of 
post-partition politics and the early phase of the 
Language Movement.

During the discussion, Professor Muhammed 
Zafar Iqbal nicely pinpointed that the children 
will be informed and intrigued by exploring 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s life and works through 
reading the graphic novel. Wahid Ibn Reza 
expressed his enthusiasm about the graphic 
novel and how he eagerly waited for his copies of 
‘Mujib’. Karishma Sanu Sovvota also shared few 
anecdotes of how she got to know Bangabandhu 
and how the graphic novel helped her visualize 
the person and the politician Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. The artist of ‘Mujib’, Syed Rashad Imam 
Tanmoy talked on his sketching journey.

8th episode of graphic novel ‘Mujib’ unveiled
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CRI published the 9th and 10th episode of 
graphic novel series ‘Mujib’ in December 2021. 
The 10-part graphic novel series is based on ‘The 
Un�nished Memoirs’ by Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The 9th 
episode highlights the thrilling story of how 
young Mujib organized the party in the context 
of post-partition volatile political situation. The 
10th episode covers how young Mujib fought for 
the rights of Bangalis in the then East Pakistan 
while he himself was framed and jailed for false 
allegation. The 10th episode is the concluding 
episode of the graphic novel series.

9th and 10th episode of
graphic novel ‘Mujib’ released
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The exhibition ‘Lighting the Fire of Freedom: 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’ from 
Dhaka Art Summit 2020, has travelled to Art 
Gallery of Mississauga, Canada. The inaugural 
ceremony took place on 18 November, 2021 and 
the exhibition continued till 12 January, 2022 at 
the Art Gallery of Mississauga.

‘Lighting the Fire of Freedom: Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’ offers intimate and 
little-known details about the life and work of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975), the 
founding father of Bangladesh. To celebrate his 
birth centenary, the exhibition takes visitors on a 
chronological journey of his life, mapping out the 
ways in which he addressed the challenges facing 
the land now known as Bangladesh. Many of the 
materials are on display for the �rst time, 
including personal photographs, newspapers, 
historic video footage, interactive audiovisual 
content, and modern and contemporary 
artworks. 

Through this rich variety of archival and 
contemporary materials, ‘Lighting the Fire of 
Freedom: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’ 
assembles the historic moments of the formation 

‘Lighting the Fire of Freedom:
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’
Travels to Toronto 

of the nation, from Bengal Presidency under 
British rule to East Pakistan and �nally to 
Bangladesh, where his legacy remains alive to 
this day. The �rst iteration of the exhibition in 
2020, was produced by Samdani Art Foundation 
and CRI in partnership with ICT Division.
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Witnessing History in the Making:
Photographs by Anne de Henning,
Bangladesh 1971-1972
Samdani Art Foundation and CRI as partner, 
organized a photo exhibition titled ‘Witnessing 
History in the Making: Photographs by Anne de 
Henning, Bangladesh 1971-1972’. The exhibition 
features never-seen-before photographs of the 
1971 Liberation War and Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman in post independent Bangladesh 
in 1972, taken by the French photographer Anne 
de Henning. The opening ceremony took place on 
10 December, 2021 and the exhibition will 
continue till March 2022 at the national gallery 
of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

KM Khalid MP, State Minister, Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs, Bangladesh inaugurated the exhibition. 
Nasrul Hamid MP, State Minister, Ministry of 
Power, Energy and Mineral Resources and 
Trustee, CRI was the special guest of the opening 
ceremony. The exhibition marked the birth 
centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman and the golden jubilee of Bangladesh’s 
independence.

13



of the nation, from Bengal Presidency under 
British rule to East Pakistan and �nally to 
Bangladesh, where his legacy remains alive to 
this day. The �rst iteration of the exhibition in 
2020, was produced by Samdani Art Foundation 
and CRI in partnership with ICT Division.

In a video message, Anne de Henning reminisced 
her �rst encounter with the Mukti Bahini, a 
guerrilla resistance movement comprising of 
military, paramilitary and civilians during the 
Liberation War of Bangladesh. Henning also 
reminisced the time of her covering 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s speech 
at Awami League council meeting in 1972. The 
unpublished photo archive of Anne de Henning 
captured during 1971 and 1972, is a 
one-of-a-kind documentation of the formative 
years of Bangladesh.

During the Liberation War, foreign journalists 
were barred from entering Bangladesh, the then 
East Pakistan, by the Pakistani forces. Young 
Henning secretly entered Bangladesh and 
captured life in the warring zone – from freedom 
�ghters to men, women and children boarding 
refugee trains and �eeing villages. She vividly 
captured the humanity of the subjects with the 
grit of conventional photojournalism. 
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CRI disseminated Covid-19 health information 
throughout the year with a view to build public 
awareness through its online platforms. CRI also 
disseminated Covid-19 vaccination related 
information prior to the launch of mass Covid-19 
inoculation drive to sensitize people. When the 
government rolled out mass Covid-19 inoculation 
drive in February 2021, CRI disseminated 
vaccination drive related information. When the 
nation saw sharp and steady rise in infection 
rate, CRI published public health awareness 
information through engaging infographics on its 
social media platforms. CRI also published special 
bulletin in an effort to disseminate Bangladesh’s 
story in dealing Covid-19.

Response to the Covid-19
pandemic
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CRI has been generating quality research 
publication on development, youth preferences, 
public policies and international issues. In 2021, 
CRI generated publications capturing 
Bangladesh’s 50-year development journey, 
economic recovery, energy transition, 
peace-building and partnerships. 

CRI publications
CRI disseminates its publications to the foreign 
embassies in Bangladesh, different government 
of�ces, national, international and global events. 
Every year, CRI prepares a set of publications to 
represent Bangladesh in United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA), World Economic Forum (WEF) 
and other global events. A large pool of youth, 
partner organizations, government organizations 
and international community have accessed 
those publications.

The readers

On the back of successive years of high growth 
turnout, Bangladesh started the year 2020 on a 
high note. The unprecedented Covid-19 
pandemic struck Bangladesh and the rest of the 
world from the �rst quarter of 2020. Swift 
measures were taken by the government to 
contain infection as well as damages in the 
economic front. The country set an example of 
successful recovery amid the global fallout, 
courtesy to a range of policies and programs. The 
CRI publication ‘Resilient Bangladesh: Towards 
Recovery and Progress’ looks at some of the key 
sectors and how they fared in 2020 amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic

Resilient Bangladesh 
Towards Recovery and 
Progress 2020
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In the last one decade, Bangladesh has been 
exemplary in upholding peace and cooperation 
with the international community. The country 
has promoted multilateralism, regional 
cooperation and economic relations in the 
international stage and become a leading voice in 
the global �ght against climate change. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s engagement in the 
international issues and humanitarian causes has 
also brought her acclaim and recognitions from 
various quarters across the globe. The CRI 
publication illustrates Bangladesh’s leadership 
role in 2020 in promoting peace, cooperation, 
pluralism and global partnership under 
foresighted supervision of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

Bangladesh: Global 
Partnership and 
Peacebuilding 2020

The publication – Bangladesh: A Green Deal was 
published ahead of the COP26 Climate Summit. It 
illustrates how Bangladesh is leading in climate 
action through its prudent policies, green 
development strategies and steady transition 
towards green energy. The country has been 
playing an instrumental role in the global climate 
conversations while setting examples by turning 
climate-related vulnerabilities into 
opportunities. Many policies, acts and 
regulations have been enacted over the years to 
adapt and mitigate the adverse effects of climate 
change. Bangladesh has renewed the 
commitment to embrace renewable energy 
development as part of Bangladesh’s 
commitment to de-carbonization.

Bangladesh: A Green Deal
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CRI released the publications – Bangladesh: From 
Miracle to Model in September 2021. The �agship 
publication looks into the �fty-years journey in 
terms of the socio-economic progress achieved 
by Bangladesh. In the �ve-decade long journey 
the country has transformed from a war-torn 
nation to one of the fastest growing economies in 
the world and made spectacular progress in 
human development fronts. Bangladesh is now 
considered as a model for other developing 
countries. The publication provides an account of 
the Bangladesh’s long-term development visions 
and the challenges to transform Bangladesh into 
a developed country by 2041.

Bangladesh:
From Miracle to Model

CRI has launched a special publication illustrating 
the values behind Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
journey, as she continues to lead Bangladesh. 
Sheikh Hasina is the longest serving female 
prime minister in the world. She has previously 
served as the leader of the opposition. In 
successive terms she has steered the country 
through a period of record growth and 
socio-economic transformation with her policy 
prudence, leadership acumen and political 
wisdom. She has inspired the nation with her 
new vision – to transform Bangladesh into a 
poverty-free developed country by 2041.

Hasina The Vision
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CRI launched the third issue of the policy 
magazine in March 2021.  This issue highlighted 
the policy areas which can shape both 
Bangladesh’s economic and ideological 
development for the next 50 years and beyond. 
The issue critically explored areas such as 
gender, legal framework, and infrastructure. 
Looking into the future, this issue also includes 
articles on Bangladesh and the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, and the gains to be made from 
revitalizing the country’s waterways.

WhiteBoard Issue-3

19

‘WhiteBoard’ is a quarterly policy magazine 
launched by CRI in 2020. It is a go-to resource for 
original, commentary on Bangladesh. 
WhiteBoard is one of the �agship publications of 
CRI. The editorial team comprises economists, 
analysts, anthropologists, researchers and 
designers. The Editorial Advisory Board 
comprises experts in their respective �elds. The 
magazine features contributions from acclaimed 
social thinkers, political economists, business 
leaders and young innovators. WhiteBoard 
promotes evidence-based, incisive discussion, as 
well as constructive debate.

Policy magazine
WhiteBoard



WhiteBoard Issue-4
CRI launched the fourth issue of its �agship policy 
magazine ‘WhiteBoard’ in June 2021. The release of 
this issue completed one year of its journey. It 
explores what needs to be done to take the next step 
in Bangladesh’s innovation journey, how technology 
will be an essential tool in attracting a new generation 
to work in agriculture, the government’s approach to 
innovation, how block-chain technology can be used 
to signi�cantly increase foreign investment in 
infrastructure and technological solution to increase 
lending to Cottage, Micro, Small, Medium, Enterprises 
(CMSMEs).

CRI published the sixth issue of its policy magazine 
‘WhiteBoard’ in December 2021. Like the previous 
issues, it also covers multisectoral policy issues. It 
examines how focusing on the most vulnerable has 
paid dividends for Bangladesh, and how it can 
continue to shape policymaking for the next �ve 
decades and beyond. The issue takes in-depth look at 
Bangladesh’s performance as a poverty reducing 
country in comparison to other top performers such as 
India, China and Vietnam. It also covers the Rohingya 
humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar. It examines the 
legal avenues available to pursue justice for the 
Birangona, women who were victims of sexual 
violence during Bangladesh’s Liberation War in 1971. 
The issue features pieces on rethinking the 
minimum-wage, af�rmative action in the constitution 
and moving towards a cashless future.

WhiteBoard Issue-5

WhiteBoard Issue-6

CRI published the �fth issue of its policy magazine 
‘WhiteBoard’ in September 2021. It covers 
multi-sector policies e.g. agriculture, labor migration, 
community radio, good data and digital job platform in 
informal sector. It deciphers how key policy decisions 
over the past 50 years have transformed the 
agriculture sector into an engine for growth and 
poverty alleviation. It also examines the opportunities 
and challenges in creating legal space for middlemen 
in labor migration. The issue gives a gentle reminder 
to the makers and shakers of policies about the need 
to revisit their policy rulebooks.
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Young Bangla started its journey in 2014, with 
the goal to recognize and encourage the youth 
involved in community work throughout 
Bangladesh. From challenging the abhorrent 
norms of child marriage, to �ghting the battle 
against illiteracy, gender inequality and drug 
abuse, the youths are striving to make positive 
impacts in their communities. Young Bangla 
offers the young changemakers a platform to 
come together and collectively strive for 
achieving bigger goals.

Young Bangla shares the national vision of 
transforming into a middle-income country by 
2021 and a developed country by 2041. The 
enormous 47.6 million youth population will 
have to play the leading role in achieving that 
goal. Young Bangla, as an organization, envisions 

About Young Bangla

itself as an inclusive platform that harnesses and 
channels the vitality of youth towards building a 
prosperous Bangladesh.
  
Young Bangla strives to empower youth to build 
future leaders who can contribute to local and 
national development. Young Bangla aims to 
unlock the potential of youth, give them 
opportunities to shine, recognize their talents 
and achievements and help them shape the 
future of the nation. The long-term mission is to 
ensure sustainability for youth-led initiatives 
and dispersal of winning ideas and endeavors.

The journey of Young Bangla began with 1500 
members in 2014 and now in 2021, it has more 
than 300,000 members. It has become one of the 
largest youth platforms in Bangladesh.
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Young Bangla collaborated with Dhaka North 
City Corporation (DNCC); Innovations for Poverty 
Action, Bangladesh; Shakti Foundation for 
Disadvantaged Women; and BRAC Institute of 
Governance and Development (BIGD) on the 
‘DNCC Mass Masking Campaign’ on May 11, 
2021. The campaign was launched in Dhaka to 
sensitize people and increase the practice of 
wearing mask properly to reduce Covid-19 
transmission. From the onset of the pandemic, 
CRI, and its youth platform Young Bangla, has 
been proactive in grassroots awareness 
programs and policymaking support on 
safe-volunteerism and mask-usage. Young 
Bangla volunteers have joined the pool of the 
campaign’s frontline volunteers. CRI policy 
magazine WhiteBoard's second issue on 

Youth and volunteerism
CRI-Young Bangla joined 
hands with DNCC in Mass 
Masking Campaign

‘Covid-19: Recover and Reimagine’ highlighted 
the early �ndings of a collaborative research on 
the dynamics and bene�ts of mask-wearing in 
various settings in Bangladesh. More than 200 
volunteers participated in Mass Masking 
Campaign and Distributed more than 800,000 
Masks in Dhaka and Chattogram in association 
with Dhaka North City Corporation and 
Chattogram City Corporation.
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Bangladesh adopted its �rst ever long-term 
strategic plan ‘Vision 2021’ a decade ago to 
become a middle-income country by 2021, when 
the country will be celebrating its 50th founding 
anniversary. Inspired by the ambitious vision, 
Young Bangla launched an initiative called 
‘Vision 2021 Internship Program’ in 2015. It is a 
three-month long internship program that 
provides hands on experience to the fresh 
graduates on how a ministry or government 
agency operates. Under the ‘Vision 2021 
Internship Program’, Young Bangla places fresh 
graduates as intern in different government 
ministries and agencies.

Young Bangla launched ‘Vision 2021 Internship 
Program’ to create employability opportunities 
for Bangladeshi youth. To date, Young Bangla 
collaborated with two ministries to place interns, 
namely, Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral 
Resources and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 
2021, Young Bangla placed 15 youth at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as intern.

Vision 2021 Internship Program
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Joy Bangla Youth Award (JBYA) is one of the �agship programs of 
Young Bangla since its inception. JBYA is a prestigious youth 
award conferred by Young Bangla with a vision to recognize the 
contribution of young change-makers of Bangladesh. To date, 
Young Bangla hosted �ve award giving ceremony respectively in 
2015, 2017, 2018, 2020 and 2021.

On 20 December 2021, Young Bangla hosted the 5th Joy Bangla 
Youth Award. Fifteen youth-led organizations received Joy 
Bangla Youth Award 2021 for their contributions to society and 
the country. The       2021s award marked Bangladesh’s golden 
jubilee and Mujib’s birth centenary. The ceremony was held 
strictly maintaining Covid-19 health measures.

The online application window of the Joy Bangla Youth Award 
2021 was opened on 25 September 2021 and continued till 31 
October, 2021. Over 700 youth-led organizations committed to 
bring positive change in society have applied for the award. After 
intense preliminary selection process, the team visited 
shortlisted organizations. Young Bangla also formed a jury board 
for �nal evaluation and selected 15 award winners.

Joy Bangla Youth Award 2021
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Path�nder of 50
In 2021, Young Bangla introduced “Path�nder of 
50”, a special recognition to 
individuals/initiatives who have made signi�cant 
contributions to the post-independence 
nation-building process through leadership, 
service, initiatives, and research. ‘Mangal 
Shobhajatra’ was recognized as a secular and 
cultural initiative to revive the Liberation War 
spirit that led to the birth of Bangladesh. 
Professor Nisar Hossain received the award on 
behalf of ‘Mangal Shobhajatra’. Another recipient 
of the “Path�nder of 50” was Anjuman Mu�dul 
Islam – a welfare organization dedicated to 
orphan and distressed people. Harun ur Rashid 
Khan, Joint director of Anjuman Mu�dul Islam 
received the award. Rubaiyat Mansur and 
Elisabeth Fahrni who played a crucial role in 
making three sanctuaries for freshwater dolphins 

Honorable Prime Minister’s 
address
Honorable Prime Minister (HPM) Sheikh Hasina, 
graced the 2021s award giving ceremony with 
her virtual presence. HPM Sheikh Hasina and ICT 
Affairs Advisor to the PM and CRI Chairperson 
Sajeeb Wazed virtually addressed the ceremony 
through pre-recorded message. HPM Sheikh 
Hasina’s inspiring address took the ceremony to 
a new height.

Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP) Campaign 
website launch

Young Bangla launched ‘Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP)’ campaign website on July 15, 
2021. Young Bangla is running the campaign in 
collaboration with UNDP Bangladesh and 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak MP, State Minister, ICT 
Division; Amena Begam BPM, Deputy Inspector 
General, Bangladesh Police; Van Nguyen, Deputy 
Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh; and 
Susmita Paik, Deputy Director, NHRC attended 
the virtual event.

in the Sundarbans and who also took part in 
establishing the Swatch-of-No-Ground submarine 
canyon and adjacent coastal areas as the 
country’s �rst marine protected area, received 
the “Path�nder of 50” award.

Radwan Mujib Siddiq, Trustee, CRI, handed over 
the crests to the Joy Bangla Youth Award 2021 
winning organizations, “Path�nder of 50” 
winners and the jury of the award.

Capacity Building 
Workshop in ten districts

Ten Joy Bangla Youth Award winning 
organizations hosted two-daylong capacity 
building workshops in ten district in the last 
quarter of 2021. The workshops were held as 
part of the Women’s Safety in Public Places 
(WSPP) campaign implementation strategy. More 
than 500 youth volunteers and activists 
participated in the workshops in their respective 
districts. They developed action plans to roll out 
the campaign activities.
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Women’s Safety in Public 
Places Campaign
Young Bangla launched the ‘Campaign on 
Women’s Safety in Public Places’ in collaboration 
with United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) Bangladesh and Bangladesh National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) during the last 
quarter of 2020. The campaign was launched to 
build mass awareness and bring policy changes 
on gender-based violence in the public domain. 
In 2021, the campaign received momentum and a 
number of activities undertaken by the partners 
and the volunteer organizations.

Virtual orientation 
workshop
As part of the campaign, Young Bangla, along 
with UNDP Bangladesh and NHRC, hosted a 
three-daylong virtual workshop. The workshop 
was held on February 1-3, 2021. The participants 
learnt about different tools and techniques of 
running community based campaign during the 
workshop.

Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP) Campaign 
website launch

Young Bangla launched ‘Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP)’ campaign website on July 15, 
2021. Young Bangla is running the campaign in 
collaboration with UNDP Bangladesh and 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak MP, State Minister, ICT 
Division; Amena Begam BPM, Deputy Inspector 
General, Bangladesh Police; Van Nguyen, Deputy 
Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh; and 
Susmita Paik, Deputy Director, NHRC attended 
the virtual event.

Young Bangla’s collaborative endeavors

Series FGDs, stakeholder 
analysis and case studies
During the third quarter of the campaign, ten 
youth organizations of Young Bangla network 
conducted Focus Group Discussions (FGDs), case 
studies and participatory situational analysis 
with relevant key stakeholders in their 
respective communities. The stakeholders 
include local law enforcement agency members, 
law practitioners, students, entrepreneurs and 
community people.

Capacity Building 
Workshop in ten districts

Ten Joy Bangla Youth Award winning 
organizations hosted two-daylong capacity 
building workshops in ten district in the last 
quarter of 2021. The workshops were held as 
part of the Women’s Safety in Public Places 
(WSPP) campaign implementation strategy. More 
than 500 youth volunteers and activists 
participated in the workshops in their respective 
districts. They developed action plans to roll out 
the campaign activities.
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Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP) Campaign 
website launch

Young Bangla launched ‘Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP)’ campaign website on July 15, 
2021. Young Bangla is running the campaign in 
collaboration with UNDP Bangladesh and 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak MP, State Minister, ICT 
Division; Amena Begam BPM, Deputy Inspector 
General, Bangladesh Police; Van Nguyen, Deputy 
Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh; and 
Susmita Paik, Deputy Director, NHRC attended 
the virtual event.

Multi-stakeholder 
sensitization meeting
The youth campaigners of Women’s Safety in 
Public Places (WSPP) campaign has conducted 
multi-stakeholder meeting in their respective 
districts and communities to sensitize people on 
gender based violence in public places. The 
transport sector owners and workers, shopping 
mall, kitchen market owners and workers, youth 
organizations, local public �gures were among 
the key stakeholders. These meetings were held 
on December 6-15, 2021 as part of the campaign 
implementation strategy.

Capacity Building 
Workshop in ten districts

Ten Joy Bangla Youth Award winning 
organizations hosted two-daylong capacity 
building workshops in ten district in the last 
quarter of 2021. The workshops were held as 
part of the Women’s Safety in Public Places 
(WSPP) campaign implementation strategy. More 
than 500 youth volunteers and activists 
participated in the workshops in their respective 
districts. They developed action plans to roll out 
the campaign activities.
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Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP) Campaign 
website launch

Young Bangla launched ‘Women’s Safety in Public 
Places (WSPP)’ campaign website on July 15, 
2021. Young Bangla is running the campaign in 
collaboration with UNDP Bangladesh and 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak MP, State Minister, ICT 
Division; Amena Begam BPM, Deputy Inspector 
General, Bangladesh Police; Van Nguyen, Deputy 
Resident Representative, UNDP Bangladesh; and 
Susmita Paik, Deputy Director, NHRC attended 
the virtual event.

Capacity Building 
Workshop in ten districts

Ten Joy Bangla Youth Award winning 
organizations hosted two-daylong capacity 
building workshops in ten district in the last 
quarter of 2021. The workshops were held as 
part of the Women’s Safety in Public Places 
(WSPP) campaign implementation strategy. More 
than 500 youth volunteers and activists 
participated in the workshops in their respective 
districts. They developed action plans to roll out 
the campaign activities.
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